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Oust 13 French Bolsheviks? 


From S.P. for Stand onWa 


Central Comm.| 1500 in Paris Meet Cheer 
New Revolutionary Bloc 


Faced with the crisis of war and the acute tightening of internal 
contradictions, the threat of Fascism and civil war, the Socialist and 
Stalinist bureaucracies in France are trying to cover with the fetish 
of “unity” their policies of betrayal, of social patriotism, of class col- 
laboration. In so doing they are finding it necessary to cope with a 
growing movement of opposition from the left which they hope to 
silence by the simple expedient of bureaucratically expelling them from 


Splits on Issue 
Of Expulsions 


By H. F. ROBERTS 

Thirteen leaders of the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist group of France 
have been expelled from the 
French Socialist Party. Prepar- 
ing a sacred union of their own 
as a prelude to the sacred union 
government of the morrow, the 
Socialist and Stalinist bureaucra- 
cies are seeking to disembarrass 
themselves of a revolutionary left 
wing which does not and will not 
permit their gross betrayal of the 
French proletariat to go 'unchal- 
lenged. 

In response to this reactionary 
offensive an organized bloc under 
the name Revolutionary Left is 
taking form in the Socialist Party 
of France. At a meeting of 1,500 
militants in Paris Marceau Pivert, 
pne of the outstanding leaders. of 
the Socialist left, proclaimed the 
formation of the left bloc. 

The expulsion of the Bolshevik- 
Leninists, long expected and fore- 
cast in these columns, was openly 
stated by the National Disputes 
Committee of the S.P. to be based 
upon the fact that the “program of 
the Bolshevik-Leninist Group can- 
not for a single instant be admitted 
since it would lead the party into 
an impossible situation.” Impos- 
sible, because it would lead the 
party to the conquest of power by 
the proletariat!! 

Expelled for Bolshevism 

Specifically, five articles in La 
Yerite were given as grounds for 
the expulsions. 

“The first article with which we 
are reproached,” states a leafiet is- 
sued by the Bolshevik-Leninist Cen- 
tral Committee after the expulsions, 
“is the Letter of Trotsky to the 
French Workers. Trotsky advises 
the French workers that it is nec- 
essary to prepare a New Interna- 
tional in view of the failure of the 
two old ones from the revolutionary 
standpoint, principally on the burn- 
ing question of war (1914, Stalin- 

- Laval declaration). Instead of re- 
plying politically to this question, 
instead of opening a discussion on 
the war question, the left is èx- 
pelled. 

“The second fact has to do with 
our issue on the expulsions of the 
Socialist Youth at Lille. We ex- 
plained that these expulsions of the 
representatives of more than a 
third of the Soeialist Youth were 
a joint maneuver of the Stalinists 
and revormists for the exclusion of 
all revolutionists hostile to the 
gacred union! .. .” 

The third crime laid against the 
Bolshevik-Leninists is their agita- 
tion for the slogan of revolutionary 
defeatism. “They call agitation for 
revolutionary defeatism and against 
the sacred union—violations of dis- 
cipline! The slogans regarded 

Continued on Page 3 


their organizations. 


In the Socialist Party the left wing is rapidly crystallizing. At a 
meeting of the various left tendencies of the S.P. in Paris a few weeks 
ago, the Bolshevik-Leninists, the Pivert group, the Action Socialiste 
and the C.A.S.R. took the preliminary step toward the formal constitu- 
tion of a left bloc to be known as the Revolutionary Left. 

a  ) 


AkronBosses 
UnionRevolts 


Lay Off Resentment Rips 


Company Organization 
Wide Open 


By JACK WILSON 

AKRON, Ohio, Oct. 21.—Pressed 
by a powerful demand from 6,000 
workers in plant 2, the Goodyear 
company union revolted against 
company orders to approve a shift 
from the six to an eight-hour day 
and created consternation among 
the rubber barons as the feeling 
against the brutal company policy 
spread from plant to plant and 
brought tenseness throughout this 
rubber center. 


The lower body of the dual-house 


‘company union, which was formed 


20 years ago after the 1913 strike, 
took this sensational action two 
hours after the company placed the 
6,000 plant II workers on an eight- 
hour schedule, thus laying off hun- 
dreds of them! ` 

Over 150 workers stormed the 
company union meeting and thun- 
dered their protest which caused 
the thirty-two “representatives” to 
bolt from the purse-strings of the 
company. The meeting had been 
called to hear that. cruel exploiter, 
Paul Litchfield, company president, 
attempt to explain his order which 
would send, thousands of workers 
into the streets facing a hard win- 
ter without tood or shelter. Litch- 
field, a fat and slick capitalist, re- 
fused to appear, although he said 
he would, when he heard that the 
workers had stormed the hall. 

Bitter protests were voiced at 
open meetings of the Goodrich and 
Firestone local meetings Sunday 
against similar policies in these two 
companies’ various plants. Speaker 
after speaker aroused the workers 
against the wage-slashing, hour- 
lengthening drive of the companies 
which had been predicted in a re- 

Continued on Page 2 


‘Hot Cargo’ Fight Rages 
Up and Down West Coast 


By EARL LANE 

LOS ANGELES, Cal., Oct. 20.— 
The bitter struggle over the hot 
cargo issue, which had ,been some- 
what eased by the lifting of the 
embargo on the British Columbia 
cargo in the holds of S. S. “Point 
Cłear” and the termination of the 
waterfront employers’ efforts to 
blacklist 1,600 San Francisco long- 
shoremen, flared into open warfare 
again last week. . 

On October 8 longshoremen began 
unloading the Swayne & Hoyt 
freighter, “Point Clear,” which had 
been tied up in San Francisco har- 
bor since June 22, following a re- 
lease voted by the Waterfront and 
Transport Workers Association of 
Vancouver. As. the striking barge- 
men had returned to work pending 
arbitration of their demands, the 
only vital question le’t unsettled 
was that of registering additional 
longshoremen. The union demand- 
ed that any additional workers to 
be, registered must come from the 


A. J. Muste 


-eut victory for the union. 


| ranks of the extras holding I.L.A. 


permit cards. The bosses insisted 
upon the registration of 1,000 addi- 
tional men, no doubt hoping to be 
able to train an army of strike- 
breakers to do the difficult steve- 
doring work, thus having a reserve 


army of workmen for use in future | 


struggles with the longshoremen, 
Victory in Honolulu 

The matter was placed in the 
hands of the Joint Longshore Labor 
Relations Board. After the union 
had, stated that they would resist 
any effort to put additional men to 
work, until all men with I.L.A. per- 
mits had been registered, the board 


‘handed down a decision that only 


these men be registered—a_ clear- 
Another 
longshoremen’s victory was report- 
ed from far off Honolulu last week, 
200 men at that port winning wage, 
increases o? ten cents per hour. 
The seamen are playing the role 
of the vanguard in the latest devel- 
(Continued on Page 4) 


National Secretary Workers Party 
will speak on 


Wildly acclaimed by the 1,500 
party militants present, comrade 
Fred Zeller, the fighting leader of 
the French Socialist Youth, charac- 
terized the policies of the Front 
Populaire as follows: “They count 
chiefiy on British diplomacy, on 
the League of Nations, on the wis- 
dom of the French government, bet- 
ter still on the Pope and the King 
of Italy, on everything but the 
working class of France and the 
international proletariat whom they 
leave without precise directives. 
This scandal must come to an end! 

. He who is for the national de- 
fense of the capitalist state,” ‘de- 
clared comrade Zeller, “is not 
against war and not against the 
bourgeois state.” 

“Come what may,” he concluded, 
“if in the struggle we have to re- 
main alone against al, we will 
courageously remain alone against 
all!!!” 

Pivert for Revolutionary Party 


Declaring the Revolutionary Left 
to be constituted, comrade Marceau 
Pivert announced amid thunderous 
cheers that a “profound gulf” sep- 
arates ‘him from all those who re- 
fuse to come to the support of the 
expelled Youth comrades, from 
those “who in a cowardly fashion 
have let the magnificent Youth En- 
tente of the Seine be'knifed!” 

The Revolutionary Left. said 
comrade Pivert, “will fight to con- 
quer the Seine Federation; the So- 
cialist Party, the working class and 
the power :or the toilers! ït is in 
the struggle, in the very streets in 
combat against .the Fascists, that 
the true delimitation. will’ take 
place, that the great revolutionary 
party will be created!” His speech, 
which had been ‘awaited with tense 
eagerness by his numerous adher- 
ents in the Paris region, was greet- 
ed by the meeting with acclama- 
tions and the singing of the Inter- 
national. 

Comrade Molinier of the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninist group raised before 
the meeting the question of the 
Fourt' International. The new in- 
ternational will be forged out of 
the daily struggle of all revolution- 
ary elements who will know how to 
learn from the experience of the 
Second and Third Internationals. 
The Bolshevik-Leninists desired to 
remain as long as possible in the 
ranks of the Socialist Party, he 
said, “in order to fight side by side 
with militants who are developing 
toward correct revolutionary posi- 
tions.” The Revolutionary Left, he 
said, would have to work and fight 
in common on precise issues, “for | 
it is in action and in the struggle 
itselt that. workers develop and per- 
fect themselves.” He. called for 
the formation of a solid bloc to be- 
come “the embryo of the great truly 
revolutionary party of tomorrow!” 


Ferment Starts in Stalinist Ranks 


But it is not only in, the ranks of 
the Socialist Party that this ferment 
and turmoil is apparent. Cracks 
and widening fissures are beginning 
to appear in the solidified bureau- 
cratic front of the Stalinist party 
as well. The workers in the Stal- 
inist ranks are resisting the rush 
o: social patriotism, class collabor- 
ation ‘and. parliamentarism ‘which 
has swept the party bureaucracy 
and which determine now all its 
policies, 

Recently three of the most mili- 
tant members of the 11th district 
in Paris, R. Clair, Fyot and Julien, 
were expelled from the Stalinist 
ranks. In their letter to the lead- 
ership they criticize the Front 
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ur Off to 


r A Dine Start 


Rousing Meets in Toledo 3,500 Out For 


Youngstown, Pittsburg. 
Cleveland 


First reports on the meetings 
of comrade Shachtman on his 
coadt-to-coast tour indicate the 
growing influence of the Workers 
Party and lively interest in its 
revolutionary position on the ‘war 
question, Branches where meet- 
ings are scheduled are urged to 
emulate the fine work done in 
cities which have already held 
theirs. Brief reports follow: 


s * x 


PITTSBURGH: Shachtman spoke 
before Local 21 of the Pennsylvan- 
ia Unemployed League. Over 200 
present. Subject: WPA and Pros- 
pects for the Future of the Ameri- 
can Workers. He pointed out the 
need of a revolutionary party to 
lead in the struggle against unem- 
ployment, misery, exploitation, war 
and Fascism. Most workers pres- 
ent had been Democratic support- 


ers up fo a short time ago, but the. 


speech was very warmly received. 
Questions asked indicate possibili- 
ties for speedy growth of the party 
in this city. Discussion showed 
growing disillusionment of workers 
with Roosevelt regime and readi- 
ness for action. Local 21 is one of 
the most militant locals in the or- 
ganization, with many members of 
the W.P. active in it. 
* * * 

NEWCASTLE: On short notice, 
a handful of comrades organized a 
splendid meeting of more than 50 
workers, where Shachtman spoke 
on Ethiopia and the war danger, 
attacking the patriotic position of 
the Second and Third Internation- 
als. More than an hour of ques- 
tions from a highly interested audi- 
ence of workers, many of whom 
gathered around the speaker after 
the meeting to express their agree- 
ment with the revolutionary anti- 
war position of the W.P. Both the 
C.P. and the S.P. here are virtually 
non-extant and prospects for a 
strong branch here are excellent. 
Comrades are to be complimented 
on the work ‘they did to organize 
so fine a meeting. 
* * * 

YOUNGSTOWN: Although many 
comrades have left town for other 
parts, those left in the city concen- 
trated on a meeting of the party 
which was attended by half a hun- 
dred workers. Interest here too in 
the menacing war situation was 
very high. Significant was the pres- 
ence of a whole group from the re- 
cently organized teamsters’ union 
which has already fought qa number 
of dramatic, sensational and vic- 
torious battles. The sympathy for 
the W.P. is on the rise here and 
local comrades are clamoring for 
organizers in order to speed up the 
work of establishing the W. P. as 
a force in this district. 
* * * 

CLEVELAND: Shachtman spoke 
on the same subject at a meeting 
attended by more than 50 workers. 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Build the Left Wing, Is Real 
Lesson of AFL Convention 


N. Y. Herndon 


Farewell Meet 


NEW YORK.—A crowd of 3,500 
filled Manhattan Opera House late 
Wednesday afternoon on the call of 
the Joint Committee to Aid the 
Herndon defense, to pledge their 
solidarity with Angelo Herndon. 
Atlanta Negro ordered by the U. S. 
Supreme Court to begin in a few 
days his sentence of 18 to 20 years 
on the chain-gang. 

The meeting applauded enthusi- 
astically when it was announced 
that Herndon had gained a few 
days respite at the last moment, 
and that a Southern attorney had 
just been retained to apply for a 
habeas corpus writ on the ground 
that there has never been a test of 
the constitutionality of the slave 
insurrection law under which Hern- 
don was convicted. 


Scheduled March Called Off 
By unanimous decision, the Joint 
Committee decided that Herndon 
should remain out of Georgia until 
the last possible legal moment with- 
lout forfeiting bail. The Committee 
also decided that he should remain 
in New York as long as possible, 
and consequently a scheduled, march 
to Pennsylvania Station was called 
off. The Committee unanimously 
decided that when Herndon departs 
in a. few days, his friends should 
see him off at the station. 

The time of departure will be an 
nounced as soon as it is known. In 
the meantime all efforts are to be 
directed toward getting more sig- 
natures on the Herndon petitions, 
as the result of the habeas corpus 
move is very uncertain at best. 

Julius Hochman, vice-president of 
the I.L.G.W.U., who unsuccessfully 
advocated, a resolution on the Hern- 
don case in the recent-A. F. of *L. 
convention, presided over the Opera 
House rally. Herndon was the main 
speaker, Among the speakers was 
Ernest Rice McKinney of the Na- 
tional Committee of the Workers 
Party, who brought the greetings 
of the National Unemployed League. 
Herbert Solow of the Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense spoke on behalf of 
that organization and as a member 
of the Joint Committee. 

Neither McKinney nor Solow re- 
ceived at the outset the ovation 
given by the audience to other 
speakers, and for a simple reason. 
As could readily be seen by the 
frantic delight of the crowd when 
a French C. P. member was smug- 
gled onto the speaker’s rostrum be- 
hind the back of the arrangements 
committee, the meeting was almost 
solely Stalinist in character, ‘The 
rank and file Stalinists, however, 
are not yet sufficiently adjusted to 
the new party line to know that 
they must boo militant sentiments, 
and consequently the speeches of 
the N.U.L. and N.P.L.D. speakers 
finally wrung spontaneous applause 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Special Features 
For Nov.7 Issue 


Place your orders now for the 
special eight-page Russian revolu- 
tion edition of the NEW MILI- 
TANT. 

The contents of this issue will 
be a treat for every revolutionary 
worker. Among the articles will 
be a section from Victor Serge’s, 
“The Year One of the Russian 
Revolution,” appearing for the 
first time in the English lan- 
guage; comrade Trotsky contrib- 
utes a penetrating janalysis of the 
Soviet bureaucracy on the basis 
of Tarows experiences. and his 
brilliant treatise on “The Art of 
Insurrection”; an essay by Lenin; 
articles by Cannon, Muste, Spec- 
tor, Swabeck, Roberts, etc. 

The special edition of the NEW 
MILITANT should serve not only 
to commemorate the Russian Rev- 
olution but should act as a spur 
in the subseription drive and in 
the campaign to make the eight- 
pager a permanent phenomena. 


Try to Deport 
Jack Warnick 


NSAC Comes to Defense 
As Courts Bait Cal. 


Prisoners 


Special to the New Militant 


SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 22.— 
While Attorney-General U. S. Webb, 


who spent thousands of dollars of 


state funds to finance the prosecu- 
tion of Norman Mini and th2 other 
Sacramento workers tor criminal 
syndicalism, refuses to prosecute 
the anti-labor vigilantes of Santa 
Rosa on the grounds that his otlice 
has ny funds a new crop of reac- 
tionary prosecuilous is arising ont 
of the soil fertilized by the slush 
iund of the State Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

This fund, the revelation of 
whose existence by the National 
Sacramento Appeal Committee sev- 
eral weeks ago was a national sen- 
Sation, is being used to send reac- 
tionary agitators around the state 
to finance labor spying activities. 
Prosecutors McAllister and John- 
son, who managed the Sacramento 
frame-up, are now addressing Cham- 
ber meetings in various counties, 
and urging more criminal syndical- 
ism prosecutions. Simultaneously, 
the American Legion has opened a 
drive to make life impossible for 
the ten Sacramento criminal syn- 
dicalism defendants who were ac- 
quitted. 

Seek Warnick’s Deportation 

Jack. Warnick having first been 
fired from a WPA job without ex- 
planation, was recently arrested 
for deportation, Hearst’s San Fran- 
cisco Examiner candidly states that 
both blows against Warnick were 

(Continued on Page 4) 


The leaflet issued under the aus- 
pices of the American League 
Against War and Fascism to ad- 
vertize the People’s Parade for 
Peace, the latest Stalinist sideshow, 
for some reason bears the motto: 
“Remember Woodrow Wilson... 
Remember 1917!” It would be more 
in the interests of peace to have 
the slogan read “Remember Wilson 
Remember 1916!” For the 
Wilson who in 1917 was marching 
in Preparedness and mobilization 
parades, was. in 1916 marching in 
. “People’s Parades for Peace”!! 

“When the Second International 
in 1914 made its last minute declar- 
ation of support for the bourgeois 
governments that were embarking 
on war, Lenin immediately pro- 
claimed the death of the Second 
International and started to build 
the Third although the forces at 
his disposal were infinitesimal, 


italist nations. 


a 
few hundred in Russia, and a few j 
scores at the most in the other cap-|to conceal their belief. 
From those few! everything but a but a _Seriqus and real- 


hundreds a revolution sprang in 
less than three years, and in five 
the whole of Europe tottered on the 
brink of proletarian revolution. 

Lenin, as a revolutionary realist 
knew that there was only one way 
to put a stop to war; he knew that 
no mere masses, no matter how 
great, no mere demonstrations, no 
peace parades, no petitions and 
pledges, no matter how long and 
impressive, could stop war. He 
knew that only the proletarian rev- 
olution could stop the -war—and he 
said, so, even if he could find only 
a few hundred to agree with him 
at first. 


Everybody “Opposes” War Now 


Now the self-advertized leaders 
of the wreckage of Lenin’s Inter- 
national, the Stalinists, may still 
believe that only proletarian revo- 


lution can put a stop to war—but ' 
if they believe it they are careful , 
They take; 


THE A. F. of L. CONVENTION 


Sunday, October 27th 


«People s Peace Parades” Todav, 
Preparedness Parades Tomorrow 


istic attitude toward war; they call 
on capitalist governments to stop 


War (sanctions), on combinations 
of capitalist governments to stop | 
war (the League of Nations), on, 


social democrats who have already 
once proved their inability to stop 
war (the British Labor Party, the 
French S. P., etc.), on Christian 
and church organizations, on reac- 


tionary trade unionists, they call! 


upon everyone but the revolution- 
ary proletariat—they call upon all 
those who turned against and per- 
secuted Lenin in 1914 for his stand 


against war and for the struggle; 


,0r revolution. 2 

The Daily Worker of October 19 
informs us that a great “People’s 
March for Peace” is scheduled for 
the 26th under, among others, the 
auspices of the American League 
Against War and Fascism. This 
People’s" March {or Peace has the 
“backing of A. F. of L. leaders” the 
Daily Worker is happy to announce. 

(Con inued on Page 2) 


PutNoTrustin 
Lewis and Co. 
Is the Slogan 


By A. J. MUSTE 

A fist fight between the heads of 
the two biggest unions in the A. F. 
of L., Hutcheson of the Carpenters 
and John L. Lewis of the Miners, 
featured the closing day of the 
Atlantic City convention, In more 
‘ways than one this affair was sym- 
bolic. The boys were actually ex- 
cited about something and that has 
not been true of the top leadership 
of the A. F. of L. for years. These 
comfortable bureaucrats were not 
the kind to take life seriously, and 
they did not need to excite them- 
selves about anything except their 
golf scores and the stock market. 
That day is over. The rift in the 
leadership is the most serious that 
has occurred in the entire fifty-five 
years history of the Federation. The- 
historic one-round bout of Hutche- 
son and Lewis took place over Hut- 
cheson’s opposition to letting a Fed- 
eral Union delegate speak for an 
industrial union in ‘his industry. 
Lewis said it was “small potatoes” 
of Hutcheson not to let the “little 
fellows” have their say. Hutche- 
son rose to the full height of his 
| six feet two and said he had been 
brought up on small potatoes and 
that’s what made him so little— 
just like a boy out of a Mark Twain 
rtory. He also, it is said, called 
Lewis a naughty name. With that 
Lewis sent one to the jaw. Soon 
the two men were rolling about on 
the floor. When they had been sep- 
arated, Lewis brushed back his 
raven locks and like a nineteenth 
century Shakesperian actor strode 
to his seat. Hutcheson, the craft 
unionist, had to take time out to 
dress his wounds, That also was 
symbolic. Meanwhile William Green, 
face as red as a tomato, looking on 
at the struggle of personalities and 
forces too big for him, strove in 
vain to get order. And that also 
was symbolic. 

“Progressives” in a Minority 

It must not be inferred that the 
so-called “progressives” under the 
leadership of John Lewis constitut- 
ed a majority in this convention. 
On the roll call on key questions 
they were regularly defeated by the 
Old, Guard by a vote of about 18,000 
to 10,000. The convention reaffirmed 
the San Francisco decision for “re- 
stricted,” i.e. fake, industrial unions 
in basic industries, thus favoring 
the craft unions. The convention is 
on record for the Roosevelt “social 
security” program and against the 
Lundeen pill. Labor Party resolu- 
tions were defeated and the A. F. 
of L.’s stand for “non-partisan” 
political action reaffirmed, though 
the Executive Council was instruct- 
ed to draft an amendment to the 
U. S. constitution to empower Con- 
gress to enact social legislation. 
The A, F. of L. forces generally can 
be counted on to support Roosevelt 
in 1986, unless entirely unforeseen 
shifts in the economic or political 
situation occur. After the smash- 
ing blow at Matthew Woll for his 
connection with the red-baiting Na- 
tional Civic Federation, the Execu- 
tive Council hag to withdraw its 
proposed amendment to the A. F. of 
L. constitution barring all “reds” 
from any A. F. of L. union. How- 
ever, a provision barring them from 
i being delegates to any State Fed- 
‘eration of Labor and city central 
body was adopted, as was a strong 
in 


‘resolution against “Communism” 
general, 

It may be safely predicted that 
within a year or two the so-called 
“progressives” of the Lewis-Hill- 
man et al camp will achieve a ma- 
jority. Their industrial union res- 
olution e.g. got a bigger vote than 
resoluticns for unemployment in- 
surance at the A. F. of L. conven- 
tion just preceding the one where it 
was finally adopted. 


The Real Program of Lewis 

It must again be emphasized that 
it now becomes o crucial impor- 
tance for the workers, and especial- 
ly the active and advanced ones, to 
understand precisely what forces 
suffered set-backs at Atlantic City 
and what is the real character and 
role of the elements now gaining 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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THE MANAGER’S CORNER 


A forerunner of the coming 8- 
page weekly will appear on the an- 
niversary of the Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion. It should be a spur to step 
up the present campaign by a ser- 
jous concentration on the job of 
securing many more new readers. 
The funds coming in for new sub- 
scriptions, plus the enlarged circu- 
lation, will then serve to make the 
eight-page weekly a reality. 

We have set a goal of 1,000 new 
subscribers by the time of the 2nd 
National Convention of the Workers 
Party, to be held December 26, and 
a corresponding increase in bundle 
sales. This would be a total of 2,000 
new readers and the funds they 
bring will surely put the campaign 
aver the top. Each party branch 
has been asked to accept a definite 
quota of new subscribers already 
submitted tor its approval, and the 
full quota list is to be published 
in our next issue. 

We are starting this phase of the 
campaign in a big way. All wheels 
are to be put into motion. A large- 
seale circulation of numerous con- 
tacts is the beginning; special ad- 
vertisements will tollow, with spe- 
cial efforts to obtain subscriptions 
at all party meetings. All party 
branches are asked to get into ac- 
tion and follow up the contribu- 
tions they have already made by a 
steady flow of new subscriptions. 
The combination offer of $2.00 for 
a year’s. subscription to the NEW 
MILITANT and NEW INTERNA- 
‘TIONAL has proved very popular 
and should be made use of. Also, 
the club card system is to be util- 
ized. 

The prices offered for individual 
‘sub-getters are still in effect. The 
best sub-getter, so far, has been 
‘Leon Goodman of Philadelphia, 
whose additional $2.00 sent in for 
new subscriptions recorded in this 
issue brings him to a total of $19.00 
turned in for new subscriptions dur- 
ing the campaign. He is only $1.60 
short of winning the first prize, 
“The History of the Russian Revo- 
lution.” As soon as that additional 
sub arrives, the books will be for- 
warded to him. On the whole, the 
NEW MILITANT is making head- 


way. The branches responded well 
to the Special Press Fund Tax 
which brought in a couple of hun- 
dred dollars extra during the recent 
weeks. Our financial statements 
show an increasingly better atten- 
tion to sub renewals and bundle 
payments. Our economic base is 
much better than when the cam- 
paign for the eight-page weekly 
began and the present special sub 
drive should easily top the cam- 
paign off. 

Among the direct contributions 
made, the Flatbush branch of New 
York is the first branch to exceed 
its quota. The Center Branch of 
New York has moved ahead to third 
place in the campaign with a total 
contribution of $69.05, and it is now 
following closely on the heels of 
the Boston branch with a total of 
$76.95 and Harlem with a total of 
$73.10. Fourth place goes to the 
West Side branch, New York City, 
with a total of $62.05; then follows 
the Kensington, (Philadelphia, ) 
branch with $39.78; the Los An- 
geles branch with $37.50; the Minn- 
eapolis branch with $383.50; the 
Chicago branches with $33.05, etc. 

Since our last report we have re- 
ceived the following contributions: 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
Anonymous, N'Y.C.......... $ 10.00 
Harlem branch, N.Y.C....... 
West, Side branch, N.Y.C.... 


Flatbush branch, N.Y.C.... 2.00 
Brownsville branch, N.Y.C... 1.00 
Astoria branch N.Y.C...... 1.00 
East Side branch, N.Y.C..... 50 
Center branch, N.Y.C....... 5.40 
A Friend, N.Y.C.......... .. 15.00 
H. Smith, Hutchinson, Kans. 1.00 
Minna Brettel, N.Y.C....... 1.00 
Boston branch ............- 6.00 
New Haven branch ........ 1.00 
Haines, Cambridge, Mass... 1.00 
Los Angeles branch ........ 50 
L. Lassen, Phoenix, Ariz..... 1.00 
M. Groh, St. Paul .......... 1.00 
Tropp, N.Y.C. .......eeeeeee 1.00 
Youngstown branch ........ 2.00 

Totalen oA $ 56.75 
Subscriptions and greetings. 9.05 
Previously reported ..... . «+ 703.00 

Grand Total ............ $768.80 


Peo ple’s Peace 
Prepared ness 


Parades Today 
Parades Next 


(Continued from Page 1) 
And it proudly prints a picture of 
Francis Gorman, the man who sold 
out the textile strike, as one of the 
backers. 
Onward Christian Soldiers 


Lenin stopped war with a revolu- 
tion; the Daily Worker is going to 
stop it with a parade up Fifth 
Avenue. And where is the parade 
going to march to? What is the 
objective of the People? How is 
this demonstration to stop war? 
Not a word. It seems that all good 
Christians, pacifists, legionaires, 
Odd Fellows, etc, are going to 
march up to Columbus Circle where 
they will hear speakers, and then 
go home satisfied that the cause of 
peace is secure—until the day war 
breaks out. What a travesty of 
revolutionary Marxism! 

The article continues with a quo- 
tation from the appeal of the Peace 
Parade Committee: 

“The Leegue of Nations did not 
prevent Japan from devastating 
Manchuria and North China. The 
League of Nations did not prevent 
Mussolini from unleashing the mad 
dogs of war. The neutrality reso- 
lution passed by Congress is not a 
guarantee of our security. ... We 
solemnly declare to you that no 
League of Nations, no neutrality 
proclamations will secure peace and 
prevent world war.” 

All this is true enough. But we 
can as solemnly declare that 
People’s Parades for Peace will 
never prevent another world war. 

On the last page of the same is- 
sne of the Daily Worker we find an 
editorial: 

“To support League of Nations 
sanctions against Italy and to fail 
to take concrete measures to carry 
out sanctions in this country by 
stopping all trade with Italy is to 
indulge in little more than a noble 
gesture.” (!!!) 

What kind of light-mindedness is 
this? On page two the Daily Work- 
er justly remarks that the League 
can never prevent war; on page 
cight it editorializes for support of 
the very League which can never 
prevent war! Draw you own con- 
clusions, 

The “Church Militant” 

October 20: Another advance no- 
tice of the People’s Parade for 
Peace. “Walter Higgins, comman- 
der of the Marsh McLaughlin Post 
5 of the United American ‘War Vet- 
erans, said: ‘I will be glad to par- 
ticipate in the march.’ 

“The Rev. William Lloyd Imes, 
Negro pastor, said: ‘The St. James 
Presbyterian Church approves the 
march.’ 

“The Porto Rican National Or- 
ganization, the Mella: Club, the 
Chile Club and other local organiz- 
ations endorsed the March.” 

On the last page an editorial 
chortles: “On Friday the voice of 
Dr. Samuel Trexler at the Third 
Lutheran World Convention was 
raised in defense of peace. All 
friends of peace will hail Dr. Trex- 
ler’s courageous statement.” 

The only peace lovers missing 
from this list are the Pope and 


Hitler. As for all the reverends, 
who appear in increasing numbers 
at every new Stalinist demonstra- 
tion: The Church has been opposed 
to war in peacetime for two thou- 
sand years and has never succeed- 
ed in stopping one. It remained 
ior the Stalinists to discover after 
two thousand years that the Church 
is a force for peace to be “hailed 
by all friends of peace.” 

October 21: The People’s Parade 
of Peace is being worked up into a 
regular parade of the people’s be- 
trayers, The Daily Worker head- 
lines the fact that “35 A. F. of L. 
Leaders Sign Proclamation Against 
War” issued by the People’s Peace 
Parade Parade Committee. The 35 
leaders whom the Daily Worker 
celebrates include such eminent la- 
bor fakers as Dillon, Gorman, Hoch- 
man, Murray, Kennedy (Lieutenant 
Governor of Pennsylvania), etc., 
ete. These are the sterling friends 
of peace to whom the Daily Worker 
delegates the struggle for peace. 
As if to paint up their treachery, 
they quote from the proclamation 
signed by the fakers: “This war 
has begun. We, organized labor of 
America, are opposed to war. As 
:ar back as 1914 our former Pres- 
ident Samuel Gompers said that 
‘Labor ‘has nothing to gain and 
everything to lose by war.” 
The Real Gompers 


“As far back as” is the catch. 
For, like every other big shot peace 
time friend of peace, Gompers sup- 
ported the war when it came with 
all his might and main. He ran 
up and down the country lining up 
the rank and file in the A. F. of L. 
tor the war and for the army. And 
with him went how many of the 
present signers of the proclamation 
or peace? 

October The Daily Worker 
prints in full an appeal from Waldo 
MeNutt, chairman of the American 
Youth Congress, who concludes: 
“We call upon our parents, our 
friends, our leaders in government 
and all sincere opponents of war to 
rally now to march for peace,” etc. 

What has happened to the class 
struggle? Where is the struggle 
for the overthrow of the bourgeoi- 
sie? What has happened to Lenin’s 
taesis that the only way to stop 
war is to intensify the class strug- 
gle for the overthrow of the bour- 
geoisie? All have disappeared in a 
common class melange of Stalinist 
workers, ministers, parents, govern- 
mental leaders, trade union fakers, 
war veterans, and so on. 

The People’s Parade for Peace is 
a great illusion, Its members are 
not friends of peace but political 
demagogues who capitalize now on 
the peace sentiment and soon on 
the war sentiment. The parade up 
Fifth Avenue is but an echo of the 

arades before the last war, and 
a forecast of the next war, when 
many of the stalwarts of peace who 
march under peace banners today 
will march under the banners of 
war, and lead betind them the very 
workers whom the Stalinists are 
turning over to them foday. 

There is only one way to stop 
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Striker Tells of WPA 


Victory in 


Allentown 


independent Class Tactic Smashed Through Gov't 
Officials’ Threats and Trickery to Union Victory 


a ee 


By LESTER HECKMAN 


The WPA program in Allentown, 
Pa., as far as the unemployed work- 
ers are concerned, was and still is 
a program of forced labor at coolie 
wages, and an attempt by the cap- 
italist state to smash the trade 
union movement and lower the 
American standard of living. 
But the Pennsylvania Unemployed 
League, together with other work- 
ing class organizations, were pre- 
pared when the local WPA officials 
attempted to put the program into 
effect. 

The first project to start was at 
Jordan Park, where approximately 
430 men were called to work to 
beautify a park instead of doing 
some useful work such as slum 
clearance and the tearing down of 
hovels unfit for habitation. Of 
course these social-minded hypo- 
crites never think in these terms. 
The project started on a Monday 
morning and worked long enough 
ior the leaders of the various organ- 
izations to agitate and organize an 
effective strike by noon. A meeting 
was first proposed for the following 
Thursday evening, for the purpose 
of taking a strike vote. But the 
workers were so dissatisfied that 
they could not stand to work under 
these miserable conditions—even 
“for our Government,’ as some 
smooth-tongued, politicians frequent- 
ly try to make backward workers 
believe is the case. The reason the 
unemployed organizations wanted 
their members to work for a few 
days was so that we could contact 
those who did not belong to any of 
the unemployed groups, in order to 
have a perfect strike. 


Picket Line Formed 


At noon the unemployed leaders 
visited the project to speak to the 
strikers and immediately formed a 
picket line and marched across the 
project and pull off those who were 
a bit weak through fear of having 
their relief cut off completely, as 
was threatened, by the WPA admin- 
istrator of Area No. 6. The next 
step. the administration took was to 
start another project in another sec- 
tion of the city to divert the activi- 
ty from the first. project started, 
and this too, much to his surprise, 
Jid not work. The strikers organ- 
ized, flying squadrons and closed 
down the projects as fast as they 
started them. 

After the strike had been in pro- 
gress for six days the WPA admin- 
istrator sent out additional cards 
from the state unemployment office 
to replace the men on strike. This 
strike-breaking act did not work, 
however, for as fast as the men 
were replaced they were pulled off 
the job. There were approximate- 
ly 2,500 men called for work who 
were drawn from relief rolls and 
threatened with being immediately 
cut from the relief rolls if they did 
not work. With this threat 90 per- 
cent of the workers were loyal to 
their fellow workers and their 


defied the administrator to try such 
a tactic. 
as to instruct their strike commit- 
tee to inform the relief authorities 
of their challenge and point out 
that it would be healthier to change 
their attitude toward the strikers. 
The results of this were that not a 
single person was cut off of relief 
during the strike, although the au- 
thorities continued to send out more 
cards for more workers, to no avail. 
The administrator’s excuse for this 
was that he had to live up to in- 


cause, They openly challenged era Union Revolts 


structions from his superiors in 
Harrisburg. 
The Pennsylvania Unemployed 


League that initiated a state-wide 
front for cash relief, 50 percent in- 
crease, etc., about this time, had a 
conference with Governor Earle 
and the State Emergency Relief 
and included in its program the 
demand to keep WPA strikers on 
the relief rolls as long as the strike 
lasted. To this demand Governor 
Earle answered evasively by saying 
that no WPA worker would be 
taken off relief before receiving his 
first full two-weeks pay. As the 
strikers had not received two weeks 
pay, they naturally expected to be 
kept on relief, and they served, no- 
tice on the authorities through the 
press to this effect. This publicity 
greatly strengthened: and solidified 
the ranks of the strikers. 


Arrests of Pickets 
The area administrator, with the 
assistance of General Beary, police 
commissioner, and his Allentown 
cossacks, then prohibited: any pick- 


war. If the capitalist state is not 
overthrown the war cannot be 
stopped.. It is the duty of the pro- 
letarian party to maintain a class 
line under every circumstance, war 
or peace, And if its ranks are small, 
if it cannot parade with thousands 
of “peace lovers” up Fifth Avenue, 
if it cannot rally the ministers, and 
government officials, and trade un- 
ion bureaucrats, it can hold to- 
together on a principled line, the 
only line that will ultimately lead 
to the overthrow of the whole cap- 


italist system and sweep away all 
the ministers, fakers, demagogues, 
politicians and . . . Stalinists who 
are its main support today. 


eting whatsoever, although ten 
pickets were technically allowed by 
a proclamation of the mayor issued 
a year ago. This total prohibition 
was such a flagrant and ruthless 
autocratie step that even the most 
backward workers could not stand 
for it. Therefore picketing was 
carried on the next morning and a 
number of picketers jailed, includ- 
ing Mrs. Kimmel, 67 year-young 
militant known as the Mother of 
the PUL, The brave cop who picked 
up Mother Kimmel told her that 
her place was at home instead of 
on the street making trouble. She 
replied that he place was on the 
picket line or any place where 
there was a fight in the interest and 
for the cause of labor. The police 
department, he retorted, was watch- 
ing her, and would just as soon 
handcuff her as not. 

The arrested  picketers were 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
and the reactionary justice, one of 
the political leaders of Allentown, 
said he would be lenient and sus- 
pend sentences. But to this the 
workers answered that they would 
appeal the decision of the Justice 
of the Police Court and demand a 
jury trial, with the express purpose 
of making a test case not only of 
the Police Commissioner’s ban of 
all picketing but of even the May- 
or’s year-old proclaimed limit of ten 
pickets. And the court, thrown 
into confusion for a time, saw the 
strategy and dismissed the case. 
Before leaving, the strikers were 
warned not to attempt to form a 
picket line again, but they replied 
that they did not recognize the 
Mayor’s proclamation and so did 
not intend to live up to it. 

The next steps were to meet the 
project workers before the latter 
went to work and to persuade them 
not to. This educational process 
had its effect on the scabs, and 
quite a few of them were unable to 
work due to “physical strain,” 
through PEACEFUL persuasion. 
The strikers appealed t@ the labor 
unions of Allentown and received 
the support of 19 locals of the C.L. 
U. over the head of Mr. Bader, re- 
actionary A: F. of L. faker. 

About this time’ Mr, Donavan, 
labor advisor for six states in the 
Hast, came into the territory— 
whether on a visit, as he stated, or 
by orders, as we believed was the 
case and which later proved to be. 
The strike committee had the op- 
portunity of meeting Mr. Donavan 
one fine day, while calling on Mr. 
.Mack to get his answer to our de- 
mands. Of course, Mr. Mack’s an- 
swer was that he could do nothing 
about it since it was a Federal pro- 
gram and would have to be dealt 
with by Federal officials. After 


The strikers went so far: 


putting guestions before Mr. Mack 


and asking him whether or not} much needed in these trying times. 


Resentment High as Akron Company 
at NewLay OffScheme 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cent issue of the NEW MILITANT 
as a warning to the workers, 
Prepare Drive 

Officials of the United Rubber 
Workers of America, who arrived 
home today from their battle for 
industrial unionism at the A. F. of 
L. convention, immediately laid 
plans to organize the angry work- 
ers into the unions so effective col- 
lective action could be taken against 
the ruthless companies. 

The “upper-house” of the Good- 
year “industrial assembly” as the 
company calls its tool, is expected 
to meet Tuesday morning with the 
“‘lower-house” to act on the resolu- 
tion of the lower house which de- 
mands continuation of the six-hour 
day. 

Spurred by the shouts of the 
workers, the lower house of Good- 
year’s pet project, voted to hold a 
re.erendum in the factories on the 
six-hour day but Litchfield coldly 
told the public in an interview that 
the company would not counten- 
ance any such move. 

Probably the company union will 
be brought into line by threats from 
the officials. Nevertheless the dam- 
age has been done, for the veil of 
paternalism carefully fostered by 
Goodyear has been torn from the 
eyes of muddled workers because 
the hard-boiled, slave-driving vice- 
president, Clifford. Slusser, contemp- 
tuously vetoed the resolution 
‘avoring the continuation of a six- 
hour day. This is what caused 
the revolt, and the lower house im- 
mediately over-rode him by a unan- 
imous vote! 

The impotence of the company 
union to aid the workers in any 
real issue stood out nakedly and 
smashed through all the propagan- 
da for it during the past twenty 
years. 


Revolt Spreads Rapidly 

Even if the company should sud- 
denly decide to accede temporarily 
to the cOmpany union demands, it 
will mean little, for the rubber 
workers’ union has already ex- 
plained to hundreds of workers the 
exact meaning of the move—an at- 
tempt to fool the workers into 
staying out of their only real hope, 


CONCERNING RUMORS OF 
TROTSKY’S ILLNESS 


(From Le Verite) 


It was announced over the 
radio on Oct. 10 that comrade 
Trotsky, at present in Norway, 
was “desperately ill.” 

We openly brand this statement, 
made for reasons we cannot yet 
understand, as a canard. Trot- 
sky’s life is in no way in danger. 

Numerous comrades have made 
inquiries on this matter—a sign 
of the profound regard in which 
the proletarian vanguard holds 
the companion of Lenin. 


local state administrators had cer- 
tain authority to change the pro- 
gram, he said they did not, and the 
only one to change any part of the 
program was President Roosevelt. 
The committee then asked him to 
give us an answer for the change 
in program in New York City. This 
of course he evaded by saying that 
he did not know anything . about 
New York state. Still dissatisfied, 
the committee pointed out that 
there must be some flexibility in 
the program, and cited New York 
as an example, to which Mr. Mack 
very conveniently answered, as they 
always do, that he did not know. 
During this conference with Mr. 
Mack, Mr. Donavan came into the 
office. His method of approach and 
trickery was to extend his hand 
and say, “Comrades, I am Mr. Don- 
avan, formerly of the Machinists’ 
Union.” 

The committee asked Mr. Dona- 
van if he was sent into the strike 
situation by the Federal authorities. 
His answer was No, and that he 
happened to be in Harrisburg and, 
never having been in Allentown, 
decided to visit here, and that we 
should not feel that this little strike 
was so important aè to cause the 
Federal authorities to send anyone 
here. After some discussion on the 
strike he said the strike smelled of 
a political nature and said the de 
mands were utopian, to which the 
committee answered that this was 
a misinterpretation on his part. 
Charged with this, Mr. Donovan 
assured the committee that he had 
not been sent there, but a few min- 
utes later, during the course of our 
conversation, he. pulled out of his 
pocket our own typewritten de- 
mands and. exposed the role he was 
playing. 

Shortly after Mr. Donavan’s visit 
the press received word that there 
was going to be an increase of 10 
percent in wages and a reduction 
from 140 to 120 hours per month. 
The strike was settled and an or- 
ganization set up of all project 
workers from the three participat- 
ing organizations, to be known as 
the Joint Labor Council of Project 
Workers, under the leadership of 
the Joint Labor Council consisting 
of the unions that endorsed and 
supported the strike. Thus ended 
the duties of the strike committee. 
The organization of project workers 
have had, membership cards printed, 
started on a dues paying basis, and 
are organizing for future strike ac- 
tivities which, of course, are very 


the rubber workers’ union! 

Despite the astounding propor- 
tions of the protest which has swept 
through the shops of Akron like a 
prairie fire fanned by a gale, the 
rubber barons have flung another 
challenge to the workers. They 
haye announced that by January 
the eight-hour day will be here to 
stay! 

An indication of the restlessness 
of the rubber workers under this 
continual exploitation is the rejoin- 
ing of over 100 men in the Goodyear 
local union. ‘The bona-fide union- 
ists are agitating through the fac- 
tories, taking full advantage of the 
break in the company union and 
the company officials’ consternation. 

We previously pointed out how 
the lash of competition-and the bat- 
tle of Wall Street interests for con- 
trol of the rubber industry was the 
reason the rubber barons were cut- 
ting wages and lengthening hours. 


War Situation Inyolved 


Another factor has arisen which 
the rubber barons are not overlook- 
ing as an excuse to lower the poor 
standard of living of the workers. 
The precarious world situation with 
its dangers to world commerce is 
causing a rise in the price of crude 
rubber; ninety percent of the rub- 
ber comes from the East Indies and 
India and there is possibility that 
the Suez Canal might be closed any 
day to shipping. This means higher 
treight rates for rubber across the 
American continent and increased 
difficulties in shipping. 

These events in the rubber indus- 
try again show how the basic con- 
tradictions of the capitalist system 
cause the bosses to try to beat down 
wages and exploit labor more than 
ever before—a fall in the rate of 
profit drives them into a frenzy to 
preserve themselves. 

They also indicate that the work- 
ers are becoming more resentful i 
under the lash of these cruel mas- 
ters and that this antagonism is 
gradually culminting into an ex- 
plosive force whose power it is diffi- 
cult to predict. It must be borne 
in mind however, that Akron has 
been the scene of more than one 
large spontaneous strike. 
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M’pls. C Pers Picket 
Drivers Local 574! 


Stalinists Rage While Union Organizes Chicken 
and Candy Workers Through Victorious Strikes 


MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 21.— The 
Stalinists have lost no time in bring- 
ing to town the American edition 
of the French “People’s Front”—in 
the form of a Women’s League 
Against the High Cost of Living. 
This remarkable organization was 
formed about a month ago. The 
C. P. has mobilized all its forces 
to make the thing a success—from 
the pinee-nez of the Theater Union- 
ist to the fashionable glove of the 
League Against War and Fascism, 
all the professional Stalinists ral- 
lied around. After a sufficient 
number of Farmer-Labor women 
and wives of trade unionists were 
attracted, a mass meeting was 
drummed up in a local church 
(after all, it was only fitting that 
this group have the blessings of the 
King of Kings as well as the bene- 
dictions of Stalin). It was decided 
to call a meat strike. True, some 
of the Northside Stalinists objected 
to striking the Jewish butchers 
who, they said, were very poor and 
shouldn’t be harassed. Finally the 
thing boiled down to a strike 
against Gentile meat. 

Local 574 Becomes the Enemy 

But then came the puzzler—Who 
were to be the scabs? Should they 
be the meat packers? or the house- 
wives who walked through the 
picket lines? The C.P.ers immersed 
themselves in the gasses of the 7th 
Congress and finally came up with 
the answer. The big scab was to 
be—Local 574! I am not fooling 
you, comrades, this is the actual 
truth. The drivers of Local 574 
were designated the role of scabs. 
Because, you see, they transported 
the meat to the butcher shops, 
which sold the meat at high prices, 
which made the Communist party 
very indignant, which caused them 
to form the W.L.A.T.H.C.O.L. Yes, 
it was finally decided to picket the 
market and the drivers of 574. A 
very foolish proposition was becom- 
ing slightly serious. On Thursday 
noon, the day prior to the four-day 
strike, a strike committee meeting 
was scheduled. Bill Brown and 
Miles Dunne of Local 574 attended. 
took the floor, and asked: 1. Why 
hadn’t they been informed of the 
strike plans? 2. Why was Local 
574—and meat—made the butt of 
the strike? Why not the electri- 
cians, or the pretzel makers or the 
creators of fancy silk stockings? 
3. Why was the movement calléd a 
Strike instead of a boyrott? 4. If 
such boycotts were effective, what 
was the use of having such silly 
things as trade unions, political 
parties, or a class-struggle philoso- 
phy? 

The assembly saw the point, and 
the Stalinists inwardly raged but 
remained mum. One Farmer-Labor- 
ite expressed the feelings of all: 
“If I had thought of these angles 
before,” she said, “I would have 
had nothing to do with this move- 
ment.” Dozens of other women fol- 
lowed her out of the hall. 

A Real Organization Needed 

It is hardly necessary to point 
out that, by its very nature, such 
organizations as the W.L.L.A.T.H. 
C.O.L. are a complete negation of 
the class struggle. After all, Mrs. 
Fatt of Lowry Hill objects just as 
strenuously as does Mama Work- 
man to being over-charged for pork 
chops. But the consumer will never 
alter this state of affairs. Only a 
victorious struggle of the workers 
ean bring the giant packing plants 
to their knees. The accent must be 
placed on higher wages. ‘What is 
needed is a Women’s League of 
Struggle which. will place its mem- 
bers at the disposal of striking 
workers, to function in the strike 
kitchen, in the hospital, etec—to 
support all struggles of the workers 
for higher wages. 

Needless to say, the Stalinists by 
their latest actions have brought 
the vegetarians to their feet with 
a bang. The most profound social 
convulsions will doubtless take 
place in the near future, and I 
promise to keep the comrades in- 
formed of every step of the battle. 


CHICKEN AND CANDY WORK- 
ERS ORGANIZE AND STRIKE 


MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 21.—Several 
weeks go, the girl chicken pickers 
in three of the largest houses 
staged a spontaneous walk-out and 
came up to Local 574’s ‘hall for 
assistance, The strikers were given 
assistance in organizing, and a set 
of demands was drawn up and pre- 
sented to the bosses. The strike 
was won shortly. The new union 
continues to meet in 574’s hall, is 
growing rapidly, and has already 
applied to the American Federation 
of Labor for a federal charter. 

It will be recalled by readers of 
the NEW MILITANT that it was 
the question of organizing the 
chicken pickers that was used by 
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the bosses to provoke the July-Aug- 
ust 574 strike of last year. (There 
is something about the idea of an 
organization of chicken pickers 
that outrages the local bosses.) 
Today in Minneapolis the chicken 
pickers have a strong union. Roy 
Weir, organizer of the Central La- 
bor Union, has intimated that Local 
574 can retain them as a special 
section of the union. 
*. + $ 
Candy Makers Win 

Wednesday morning, Oct. 16, the 
workers at the Powell Candy Com- 
pany staged a spontaneous walkout 
and also came to Local 574 for as- 
sistance. With 574’s help, an agree- 
ment was drawn up, and by noon 
the strikers were back to work with 
wage increases of from fifteen to 
twenty cents per hour, and recog- 
nition. ‘The next morning the good 
news had travelled to the other 
candy workers. On Thursday the 
Curley workers came to 574 and 
asked for help. The request was of 
course granted. Roy Weir, organ- 
izer of the Central Labor Union, 
was invited over, and made a fine 
speech, explaining to the new re- 
cruits to the union movement that 
their easy victories were the result 
of the militant struggles staged by 
Local 574 in the past. On Friday 
the Hollywood candy workers 
struck. A mass meeting for all 
local candy workers was ‘held Mon- 
day evening. There is no question 
but that this industry, employing 
about 750 workers, will be complete- 
ly unionized in the near future. 


PARTY AT 
| WORK 


MINNEAPOLIS 


The Minneapolis branch is mak- 
ing extensive preparations for the 
tour of comrades Shachtman and 
Wasserman, On Friday evening, 
Nov. 1, a mass meeting has been 
arranged at the Pythian Hall, 443 
So. 4th St., Minneapolis, at which 
comrade Shachtman will speak on 
the subject: “The Danger of War!” 
Over one hundred tickets have al- 
ready been sold for this important 
meeting. 


+ + e 


On Saturday evening, Nov. 2, a 
party of all friends of the Workers 
Party will be held at the branch 
headquarters, 631 Third Avenue So. 
in honor of the visiting comrades. 
Other local meetings are being är- 
ranged for comrade” Shachtman. 
e k + 

On Friday night, Oct. 26, V. R. 
Dunne spoke at an open meeting in 
the branch ‘headquarters on “The 
American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention: Craft or Industrial Un- 
ions.” Comrade Dunne spent sev- 
eral days at the Atlantic City con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. 

k + * 

EASTERN OHIO 

An inter-branch committee was 
formed at a conference in Youngs- 
town by delegates from the Akron, 
Youngstown and Cleveland branch- 
es to cooperate in unemployed, 
trade union and organizational 
work with comrade Jack Wilson 
of Akron selected as permanent sec- 
retary. New Castle delegates who 
arrived, through unavoidable cir- 
cumstances, after the conference 
did its main work, likewise joined 
in the move to co-ordinate the Party 
work in the Ohio district. A pro- 
gram including mass meetings with 
exchange speakers, special classes 
and forums was adopted. 

* * * 
A Sacramento Defense meeting is 
being held in Akron Sunday, Oct. 
27 with comrade Wilson as speaker. 

* * + 

Sixty persons 'heard comrade Max 
Shachtman lecture on “The Com- 
ing World War,” at a mass meet- 
ing held in New Castle last Thurs- 
day night. 

* 

A good portion of trade unionists 
attended the Youngstown mass 
meeting held for comrade Shacht- 
man Friday night when he talked 
on the war question. 

* * * 

A meeting was held this Friday 
night in Youngstown by the Work- 
ers Party branch and the Sparta- 
cus Youth League with comrade R. 
Ferguson, of Akron as speaker. He 
discussed the life and teachings of 
Karl Marx. 


* * 


se e 


TUCSON, ARIZ. 

Comrades in Tucson and vicinity 
are selling party literature and 
carrying on other activities. They 
believe a branch may be organized 
in the near future, 

Ld * * 
SALT LAKE CITY 

Splendid progress is being made 
by the branch here which includes 
a railroad man, teachers, smelter 
men, office workers, etc. in its mem- 
bership. Members are taking an 
active part in mass organization 
work and making an excellent 
showing in sale of party literature, 
etc, 
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MARCH OF EVENTS 


By JACK WEBER 


THE DIVISION OF ETHIOPIA 
The imperialist robbers have evi- 
dently reached agreement on the 
proper share of the “white man’s 
burden” that each is to bear in 
Ethiopia. The inordinate ambitions 
of fascist Rome have yielded in 
part to the never satisfied hunger 
of the British lion. The Lake Tana 
region of Ethiopia has been recog- 
nized by Mussolini as sacrosanct to 
English capitalism. The English 
can pursue their vast project in the 
Sudan and Egypt for the building 
of a cotton empire which shall 
render Great Britain free from all 
dependence on the United States as 
a source of this precious raw ma- 
terial. The success of this enter- 
prise depends on absolute control 
of the waters that give fertility to 
the land, the waters that dow from 
Lake Tana into the Blue Nile. This 
was one of the major interests that 
Britain felt to be threatened by the 
Italian thrust into Ethiopia. While 
the gestures at Geneva continue out 
of sheer inertia and in order to 
present some sort of facade for a 
structure that has long since crum- 
bled, the real imperialist “solution” 
involving arrangements among 
-Italy, France and England has been 
achieved. The spoils having been 
divided, the growls of the English 
_lion will subside. English diploma- 
cy will now devote itself, as it has 
been preparing to do since the start 
of the present crisis, to casting all 
blame on France for the failure to 
stop the seizure of Ethiopia by the 
Italian army. This propaganda will 
also serve to merge into justifica- 
tion of a more and more outright 
diplomacy of alliances in Europe. 
Already the writers are coining the 
phrase that will carry the gullible 
masses over to the new state of af- 
fairs. There will be not a League 
of Nations but Leagues of Nations. 
England will enter into such leagues 
to guarantee the peace in Western 
Europe, but not in Eastern Europe 
where “there will never be peace 
unless the nations there gre left to 
work out their own salvation,” as 
Sidebotham writes in the London 
Times. How hypocritical this is 
can be seen in the methods adopted 
by English capitalism to leave alone 
Russia and the East of Europe. The 
British navy is being expanded at 
breakneck speed, the armaments 
- and munitions plants belch smoke 
night and day. At the same time 
England aids Germany materially 
and diplomatically in its prepara- 
tions for the attack on the Soviet 
Union. Everywhere on the contin- 
ent England is planning carefully 
for the new and inevitable world 
war. 
s * * 
FORCES IN BRITISH LABOR 
The Brighton Congress of the 
Labor Party in England adopted a 
resolution on the war crisis’ as 


shameful as any of those adopted 
by the social democratic parties in 
1914. This social-patriotic betrayal 
of labor through supporting the ap- 
plication of “sanctions” by the 
ruling class, puts to the test every 
real militant worker in England. A 
confused movement of opposition 
has developed against the mislead- 
ers who entice the working class 
into the steel trap set by imperial- 
ism. This oppositional movement 
is strung out ideologically speaking 
trom the crassest kind of Christian 
pacifism to the clearest-cut revolu- 
tionary Marxism. The 
League under the leadership of Sir 
Stafford Cripps is not entirely paci- 
fist as might seem at first sight. In 
its ranks there is developing a real 
current, a centrist current, of left 
socialism moving towards Marxism. 
If this League sticks to its guns, 
the very struggle against the Labor 
Party bureaucrats will push it fur- 
ther to the left. At Brighton there 
were signs of the possibility that 
the Socialist League might be ex- 
pelled from the party. This would 
undoubtedly raise the question of 
fusion with the Independent Labor 
Party. . The latter is the only party 
that has taken a clear-cut revolu- 
tionary position against sanctions 
and against British imperialism, de- 
spte its ideological shortcomings on 
Marxist principles. This very stand 
means the further drawing away of 
the 1.L.P. from the Comintern with 
its social-patriotic program. Under 
the circumstances, by the very de- 
iense of ifs present course, the I.L. 
P. tends to throw off the clinging 
remnants of Stalinism and to begin 
to move more rapidly to the left. 
The Bolshevik-Leninists in this 
party, small as are their forces, be- 
gin to exert considerable ideological 
influence and to lend their aid in 
clarifying the international position 
of the LLP. Should the Socialist 
League be expelled and join with 
the LL.P., its first influence wouid 
very likely tend to strengthen the 
eentrists in the LL.P. But the im- 
petus given to the entire movement 


-of the working class by a unifica- 


tion of militants, would lend pres- 
tige to the revolutionary vanguard 
in their fight to secure the adoption 
of a revolutionary Marxist program, 
that of the Fourth International. A 
unified party of this nature could 
not affiliate with either the Second 


or the Third International—by vir- 


tue of the very Origin of its being, 
since it would ‘come into existence 
through opposition to the course of 
both these organizations of reform- 
ism. Hence the question of the 
Fourth International, whether 
Cripps and other centrists like it 
or no, would become a vital issue. 
Thus there is the bare possibility 
of far-reaching consequences for the 
English workers in the present 
struggle for and against sanctions. 


BROWNSVILLE OPEN FORUM 
“The Lessons of the A. F. of L. 
Convention” 

Speaker: ARNE SWABECK 
Friday, Nov. I, 8 P.M. 

1776 Pitkin Ave., Broo 
HARLEM MASS MEETING 
Defend the Ethiopian People! 


Speakers: 

ERNEST RICE McKINNEY 
DICK ETTLINGER 
Chairman: Ed Beecher 
SATURDAY, OCT. 26, 8 P.M. 
¥.M.C.A., 180 W. 135th St. 
Admission Free 


BOSTON DEBATE 
“WHICH ROAD FOR 
SOCIALISM?” 
NATHAN GOULD, 
National Secretary S.Y.L. 
we. 

ERNEST ERBER, 
National ‘Chairman, Y.P.S.L. 
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 13th, 8 P.M. 
Workers Hall 
32 Boylston Street 
Auspices.: Boston Branch, §8.Y.L. 


WORKERS 


Proteet Yourselves Against the 
Hazards of Life.. Join the 


WORKMEN'S SICK & DEATH 
BENEFIT FUND OF THE US. 
1884-1935 

Organized, managed by and for 
workers with only one purpose: 
to render protection to members 
and their families, and to sup- f 


port all endeavors and struggles} 
for the improvement of toilers, 

About 50,000 members organ-} 
ized Sn 350 branches. Reserves 
$3,400,000. 
| Death benefit graded accord- 
‘ing to age at entry. Sick benefit $ 
payments from $360 to $900—tof 
menr and women, according tog 
classes, 

Monthly assessments from 45c 
to $2.20. 

For further information apply 
| to Main Office: 
714 Seneca Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. $ 


PAUL LUTTINGER, MD. 

DANIEL LUTTINGER, MD. 
5 Washingten Square Nerth 
1-2 and 6-8 Except Sundays 


and Holidays. 


Shachtman on 
National Tour 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Interesting is the fact that some of 
those who a few years ago were our 
most violent opponents, and even 
allowed themselves to be used to 
attack our meetings physically, are 
Dow our warm supporters. Events, 
plus our work, have had their ef- 
fect. The exposure of the social- 
patriotic position of the Third In- 
ternational, which has taken over 
all the arguments of the Second 
International in the last war, was 
received with enthusiasm and agree- 
ment by all those present. Cleve- 
land now has two branches, with a 
number gf young recruits from the 
Y.C.L. and prospects for. more. 
Work for the Sacramento defense 
is going along smoothly. 

* * + 


TOLEDO: Meeting in their own 
hall, the W. P. organized a meeting 
for Shachtman on the same subject, 
with Sam Pollock, noted leader of 
the Auto-Lite strike, in the chair. 
A Stalinist spokesman, O’Hara, 


i | sought to defend the C. P. position 


on Ethiopia and sanctions, but his 
views were effectively riddled by 
the speaker, much to the delight of 
the workers present, who found no 
difficulty in penetrating the social- 
chauvinistic sophistries of this un- 
official representative of the Stal- 
inists, 
es èe s 
Austin—Wednesday, Oct. 80. 
Minneapolis—Thursday to Satur- 
day, Oct. 31 to Nov. 2. 
Fargo—Sundaey, Nov. 3. 
Williston—Tuesday, Nov: 5. 
Plentywood—Wednesday, Nov.. 6. 
Salt Lake City—Saturday, Nov. 9. 


EXPULSION OF LUDWIG LORE 
Ludwig Lore has been expelled 


from membership in the Workers 


Party for publicly advocating views 
in conflict with the positiow of the 
party on à number of fundamental 
questions, notably on the question 
of war and sanctions. 

Attempts of the party leadership 
to arrive at an agreement with 
Lore in such a way as to regulate 
his public expressions in conson- 
ance with the party Declaration of 
Principles were unavailing. A spe- 
cial meeting with him confirmed the 
basic disagreements and the impos- 
sibility of reconciling them. Under 
the circumstances nothing remained 
but to formally terminate his mem- 
bership. 


Socialist |- 


(By the Editorial Board) 

The resolution on the war situa- 
tion adopted by the National Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Socialist 
Party at its Chicago meeting, Oct. 
12-13,°and the “Answer” of the So- 
cialist Call to the Bauer-Zyromski 
thesis, in the October 12 issue, con- 
stitute the two most important 
statements made so far by Ameri- 
can Socialists on the war question. 
. To understaand what is going on 
among American Socialists on the 
war issue, one must recall the three 
tendencies within the world Social- 
ist movement: 

The Outright Chauvinists 


1. The leaders of the Second In- 
ternational continue their historic 
position of unqualified social-patri- 
otism, expressed most blatantly by 
the British Labor Party’s declara- 
tion of “the duty unflinchingly to 
support our Government in all the 
risks and consequences of fulfilling 
its duty” against Italy. The Amer- 
ican “Old Guard” automatically 
adopt this. position; the same Oct. 
12 issue of the New Leader which 
supports imperialist sanctions under 
the hypocritical slogan “Sanctions 
Do Not Mean War,” already adver- 
tises a speech by Dr. William Bohn, 
Old Guard theoretician, in support 
of “Military Sanctions”! 


The “Left” Chauvinists 


The pseudo-lefts in the Sec- 
ond International, led by Bauer of 
Austria and Zyromski of France, 
use the most inflammatory lan- 
guage, the most “realistic” exposure 
of imperialism to ... call for sup- 
port of imperialist governments in 
the war against Germany. These 
“lefts,” now that the Third Inter- 
national has come down to their 
level, are the strongest proponents 
of organic unity on a program of 
social-patriotism and whitewash of 
the Stalinist bureaucracy. Those 
whom Blum and Vandervelde can- 
not bring along with their tradi- 
tional chauvinistic support of 
“their” own capitalist governments, 
Bauer and Zyromski seek to drag 
along with their ‘“rveolutionary” 
reasons for social patriotism—rea- 
soning identical with the Stalinist 
treachery of the Seventh Congress. 
Division Growing Between Chau- 
vinists and Revolutionists 


3. The unification of chauvinists, 
pséudo-lefts and Stalinists into one 
camp has sounded the death-knell 
of all groups which seek to stand 
between this camp and that of the 
revolutionists. ‘The alternatives are 
so clear-cut! Until the actual out- 
break of war in 1914, the lines were 
not clearly drawn. Today, how- 
ever, before the war, the traitors 
are already on record. Hence, in- 
termediate groupings will inevit- 
ably be cut to pieces if they do not 
choose sides. Already such groups 
are moving decisively into one or 
another of the opposing camps. The 
long-independent Norwegian Labor 
Party, having come out for econo- 
mic sanctions, moves rapidly to- 
ward the Second International. 
The S.A.P. of Germany, a left-wing 
Split-off from the Social! Democracy, 
led by ex-Brandlerites, takes giant 
strides into the  social-patriotic 
camp by declaring its admiration 
for the “realism” of the Seventh 
Congress. The boasted anti-war 
struggle of the Socialist League in 
the British Labor Party has already 
petered out; its spokesman, Sir 
Stafford Cripps, fawningly declar- 
ing to the Brighton Congress of. the 
Labor Party: “Our common objec- 


2. 


tives (!) of peace and Socialism 


through Democracy (!) are far too 
great and too vital to the workers 
of this country to allow any ques- 
tion to arise of a split in our ranks.” 
(“Any question” being in this case 
the question of social-patriotism 
versus revolutionary working class 
opposition!) Thus the Socialist 
League, in the name of unity, sub- 
mits to social-patriotism. 


The Camp of Revolution 


But at the same time that some 
intermediate groups go into. the 
traitors’ camp, others move sharply 
in the opposite direction. The LL. 
P. of England, yesterday closest of 
independent groupings to the Stal- 
intern, recoils from the Seventh 
Congress, comes out sharply against 
imperialist sanctions, and in its in- 
transigeant struggle against both 
chauvinist Internationals, is rapid- 


ly moving toward a Leninist posi- 


tion against war. The powerful 
group of French Socialists around 
Pivert, only a year ago identified 
with the Zyromski group, have come 
out against national defense; and 
the whole Socialist Youth of the 
Seine district, following its expelled 
leaders, is conducting a heroic 
struggle against the Stalinist and 
Socialist betrayers. Thus, the 
growing war-danger unifies not 
only the social-patriots; it also is 
the central issue which draws the 
revolutionary forces closer. together 
and wins new contingents to their 
ranks, 

lt is against this background 
that one. can best understand the 
meaning of the American Social- 
ists’ sttements on the. war situation. 

s $ s 


The Old Guard and the N.E.C. 

The American Old Guard is not 
a peculiar phenomenon; it is some- 
what analogous to the Neo-Social- 
ists, led by Marquet, who split from 


the French Socialists two years ago. 


Time and time, Leon Blum. attempt- 
ed to arrive at permanent. harmony 
with Marquet, only to have to 
break, finally, because of the in- 


NEW MILITANT 


SOCIALIST PARTY 
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D THE COMING WAR 


Resolution of N.E.C. Reveals Centrist Position on Basic 


Problems of the War Danger 


ability of this ossified right-wing to 
adapt itself to the revolutionary 
jerment pervading the Socialist 
masses. after Hitler’s victory. Sim- 
ilarly, the American Leon Blums, 
having sought, by the ambiguous 
phraseology of the Detroit Declar- 
ation of Principles, to maintain 
their grip on the leftward-moving 
Socialists, made a desperate at- 
tempt, three months ago, at the 
New York N.E.C. meeting, to ar- 
rive at a “peace pact” with the Old 
Guard. But even this blow to the 
le:t did not satisfy the Old Guard 
which demanded nothing less than 
complete control of the party. 
Hence, after three- short months, 
the N.E.C. majority, at the Chicago 
meeting, was compelled to break on 
a number of questions with the os- 
sified Old Guard. This break may 
even lead to a split similar to that 
of the French Neo-Socialists. The 
complete rigidity of the Old Guard 
is shown by its present rabid oppo- 
sition to cooperation with the Com- 
intern, at a time when the Comin- 
tern has come out for social-patri- 


otism when the French Socialists 


are moving toward organic unity, 
the Belgian and Swiss Sociaiists 
are in a similar united front, and 
the representatives of the Second 
international are conferring with 
Cachin and Thorez concerning the 
basis of cooperation of the two In- 
ternationals! 
The N.E.C.’s “Radical” Phraseology 
At the time of the split with the 
Neo-Socialists, Leon Blum, leaning 
on the left for support, used 
positively . inflammatory language. 
“Working class revolution,” “armed 
insurrection,” came trippingly from 
his lips. The split over, and his 
own hegemony temporarily consoli- 
dated, he reverted to his usual 
social-patriotism. A similar strate- 
gy governs the American Socialist 
N.E.C. as the struggle breaks out 
again with the Old Guard. Hence, 
one finds in its war resolution a 
great deal of radical phraseology. 
It also permits itself this phrase- 
clogy for another reason: American 
imperialism is a colossus so power- 
ful that it can afford for a consid- 
erable period to hold aloof from 
the opposing war camps forming in 
Europe; hence there js none of the 
governmental pressure which in 
Europe “helped” the Socialist par- 
ties make their decisions on the 
war question. The N.E.C. resolu- 
tion, thereiore, does not take the 
traditional, openly chauvinist, posi- 
tion of the Second. International 
leadership. Instead, it belongs to 


the category of pseudo-revolutionary 
documents like that of Bauer-Zyr- 
omski. 

The N.E.C. has learned not a lit- 
tle front the Jesuitry of Bauer- 
Zyromski. Its resolution bristles 
with such phrases as “No device 
controlled by capitalist governments 
can be a trustworthy instrument of 
peace”—“We call for ceaseless 
working class struggle against all 
eapitalist governments. including 
the government of the U.S. 


The Real Meat of the Document 


BUT it ALSO boasts that the 

Socialist Party has been the only 
political party during the last two 
presidential campaigns which has 
stood for the League of Nations; 
nor does it now repudiate this stand 
ior the League of Nations. . True, 
it speaks of support of the League, 
“only through reservations de- 
signed to free the League from -the 
domination of the large imperial- 
istic countries and to direct its 
procedure into channels of democ- 
racy and peace,” ie, for a “re- 
formed” League. 
But to sow the illusion that it is 
theoretically possible to make a 
peace instrument out of the League 
of Nations is to sow the worst il- 
lusions. The League is, and can- 
not be anything else than the sum 
of the capitalist countries which 
constitute it. What “reservations” 
ean “direct the procedure” of the 
U. S., for instance, “into channels 
of democracy and peace”? Even to 
pose the question is to demonstrate 
its absurdity. How can the League 
be “freed trom the domination of 
the large imperialist countries”? By 
giving more votes to Austria, Po- 
land, Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia 
Roumania, Albania, Switzerland, 
eic.? But these “small” countries 
are merely satellites of one or the 
other imperialist combination! We 
see, then, what a vicious illusion 
it is to suggest the possibility of 
purifying the League. ‘Tomorrow, 
when the League powers are about 
to launch the war, it is directly 
through its League that the imper- 
ialist powers will arrange the war 
and provide themselves with the 
necessary idealistic cover; already 
supported by the Second and Third 
Internationals, the League powers 
undoubtedly will go through some 
mummery of giving “parity repre- 
sentation” to their satellites; per- 
haps give the International Labor 
Office a “labor voice” in the League 
etc., ete. 

Nor is this all the poisonous broth 
that the Socialist N.E.C. has pre-| 


‘| allies! 


pared, for youth’s future. America 
being outside the League, the N.E. 
C.—side by side with its radical 
phraseology about war resistance— 
ealls for “legislation which will as- 
sure American neutrality.” The 
American Socialist N.E.C., like its 
European colleagues, calls for im- 
perialist governmental action as a 
peace move! 


This is the same reasoning tnat 
leads the Stalinists and European 
Socialists to betray the working 
chass to the capitalist war machine 
by calling upon the governments to 
enforce economic sanctions. The 
N.E.C. calls upon workers to fight 
lor governmental legislation to in- 
sure peace. The fundamental crime 
is the same in both cases: it is to 


[tell the workers to seek any form 


of governmental action against war, 
to entrust the fight against war, 
which is inseparable from the 
struggle against imperialism, to the 
imperialists themselyes. The sup- 
porters of League of Nations’ sanc- 
tions, the supporters of American 
“neutrality legislation”. alike assign 
the decisive action to the imperial- 
ist governments. 


Theh fallacy of calling for gov- 
ernmental action against war arises 
from the failure to draw the nec- 
essary conclusions from the doc- 
trine, to which the Socialists ren- 
der lip-service, that war is inevit- 
able under capitalism. From this 
doctrine it immediately follows 
that war is an integral part of the 
capitalist process; as “natural” to 
it as “peace” and a continuation of 
the “peace” policies by other means. 
Once this fundamental truth is 
grasped it becomes impossible to 
talk clap-trap about “legislation 
which will assure American neu- 
trality.” For the “peace” policy of 
American capitalist society is to 
secure the widest area of markets; 
without the expansion of markets 
capitalism cannot live; ‘the only 
conditions under which a dominant 
imperialist power voluntarily with- 
draws from a given market is for 
war, as when Britain voluntarily 
withdraws, by means of sanctions, 
from the Italian market ... in or- 
der to crush Italian competition in 
other markets! If American im- 
perialism, therefore, were to ac- 
cede to ironclad “neutrality” legis- 
lation, to withdrawal from the Ital- 
ian market it would only be be- 
cause its “peace” policy called for 
a war policy against Italy and her 
In calling for such neutral- 
ity legislation, therefore, the So- 
cialist N.E.C. is telling that section 


Build Left Wing -- Real 
Lesson of A.F. L. Confab 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ascendancy. The chief point that 
must be made is that Lewis-Hillman 
et. al do not represent genuine pro- 
gressivism and labor militancy. 
They aim to build a more up-to-date 
model (up-to-date for the U. S., for 
it is the same type of unionism as 
that of the British Trade Union 
Congress for years and the famous 
German Confederation of Labor be- 
fore Hitler so.easily wiped it out, 
represented) of class-collaboration 
unionism. The Gompers craft model 
with its syndicated slant, its anti- 
state bias (opposition to social leg- 
islation, ete.) designed to bargain 
with small employers, could meet 
in some fashion the needs of an 
earlier period. What Lewis-Hill- 
man stand for is a more efficient 
type of unionism, structurally ad- 
apted to dealing with big corpora- 
tions and governmental agencies 
such as labor boards which can 
“bargain collectively” and thus hold 
the workers in line in the present 
period. Both proponents of the new 
unionism such as Howard of the 
Typographical Union and opponents 
such as Matthew Woll put thei 
finger on the real issue in the con- 
vention debates, Howard, for ex- 
ample, stated that if members who 
had come into the new federal un- 
ions. and the workers in the basic 
industries generally “were not per- 
mitted, to organize under ‘the feder- 


gressives, it was possible, as the 
NEW MILITANT predicted, for 
Lewis to “attack” Green repeatedly 
during the convention and then turn 
around and nomiate him for presi- 
dent of the Federation again, an 
office to which he was unanimously 
re-elected. 

The present set-up, therefore, 
presents its encouraging and also 
its ominous aspect. The fact that 
there is a serious rift in the top 
leadership of the A. F. of L. which 
always means freer discussion and 
more lee-way for dissenting concep- 
tions of all kinds, is one of the en- 
couraging features. The fact that 
hard-boiled politicians such as Lew- 
is sense an intensifying insurgency 
in the rank and file which makes it 
necessary for such labor fakers to 
step out of their old roles entirely 
and to pose as fighters and “rad- 
icfis” also means much. The fact 
that the insurgent newcomers in 
automobiles, rubber, etc., who be- 
fore the convention openly attacked 
Green in their own conventions 
have now also seen him attacked, 
his prestige and Wolls seriously 
undermined right on the floor of an 


A, F. of L. convention, will further 


encourage the militant elements. 
Stalinists Trail Lewis 
But it is a matter for the deepest 
concern that no voices were raised 
for genuine, as against fake indus- 
trial unionism and militancy, and 


ation’s auspices they would do s0;that as yet no organized force ap- 
under other leadership or under no peared in an A. F. of L. convention. 
leaderships at all, and would pre- | to raise that banner. The Stalin- 
sent the government with a far, 


more serious problem than if they 
had been taken into the federation:” 
Matthew Well put it in his some- 
what more theoretical fashion, that 
he feared the adoption of unrestrict- 
ed industrial charters would “de- 
stroy the basis of voluntarism in 
the labor movement. and work to- 


ward diverting control of labor or- 


ganizations to the jurisdiction of 


government agencies.” | 


End of Gomperism — 

It was, in other words, Gomper- 
ism. which finally died at this A. F. 
of L. convention at Atlantic City. 
His physical presence was absent 
from an A. F. of L. convention for 
the first time in the Federation’s 
history at the 1925 Atlantic City 
gathering. His ghost made its exit 
from the convention this year. 

Because there is thus no differ- 
ence in underlying philosophy but 
only tactical distinctions between 
the old guard and the so-called pro- 


ists with their complete turn to the 
right in every field devote their en- 
ergies not to building up a real 
left-wing but actually to playing up 
Lewis. Hillman, Gorman, et. al. as 
the genuine article, pinning hope 
upon them for organizing steel and 
similar industries, carrying on 
cheap intrigues to get figures such | 
as Gorman to introduce Labor Party 
resolutions and trying to make the 
workers believe that this is a tri- 
umph for progressivism. Browder 
and Company are not naive enough 
to believe this stuff. They are cyn-|. 
ical enough, after years of tutelage 
in the Stalin school of goose-step- 
ping, to try to make the workers 
believe it. Thus under their pres- 
ent policy of conciliation toward the 
A. F. of L, as under their third 
period policy of “dual unionism,” 
they confuse the workers, dissipate 
the progressive forces and betray 
the labor struggle. ‘And Louis Bu- 
denz, has after a few brief weeks 


in the Stalinist camp also already 
degenerated to the point where he 
goes about the country supporting 
these betraying policies! 

“Militant” Socialists, while mov- 
ing toward a trade union program 
which abstractly sets forth a Len- 
inist position, have their economic 
base in their jobs in the needle 
trades and other unions under the 
so-called “progressives” Hillman, 
Dubinsky, Gorman, Lewis. himself. 
The “Militant” Socialists, too, 
therefore, utterly fail to attack 
these leaders and their policies and 
contribute to confusing and mis- 
leading the workers. 

Opportunity for Militants 

The line of policy for revolution- 
ists and for all genuinely militant 
elements in the unions is not that 
of an alliance with Lewis-Hillman 
to wage a mock battle against the 
corpse of Gompers or the non-entity 
Green or the much deflated Matthew 
Woll whose ideas, like his oratory, 
are of nineteenth century vintage. 
No, the conservative forces in the 
A. F. of L. today are the Lewis- 
Hillman forces, the more dangerous 
because they masquerade as pro- 
gressive and up-to-date. The strate- 
gy of revolutionists is to take full 
advantage of any opportunity which 
these elements create for them by 
their attack on other trade union 
bureaucrats or by organizing cam- 
paigns or strikes on which fhey may 
embark under pressure on the one 
hand from the newer elements in 
the unions and in order, on the 
other hand, to show the employers 
and the Roosevelt administration 
that the workers will “really” fol- 
low them. On the other hand, the 
philosophy of these men must be 
combatted relentlessly. They can- 
not be depended upon to lead any 
organizing campaign or strike to a 
conclusion which is in the interests 
of the workers. In one way or 
another they will betray them as 
surely as Claherty betrayed the 
rubber strike and Dillon the Gen- 
eral Motors strike. The militant 
forces in all of the unions, in every 
section of the country, in the A. F. 
of L. generally, must organize on 
a basis of class struggle, industrial 
unionism and genuine trade union 
democracy against the Lewis-Hill- 
man line. The Atlantic City con- 
vention brought out the alarming 
fact that only the merest begin- 
nings have been made with this job 
and that the would-be political 
leaders of the trade union move- 
ment are in reality sabotaging it. 
But the convention also made clear 
that in the coming year the genuine 
militants, if they are both aggres- 
sive and astute, have an unprece- 
dented. opportunity. for work in the 
unions. 
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of the working class which follows 
it, to pursue a policy which, if the 
government accedes to it, is but the 
immediate forerunner of imperial- 
ist war; and the workers having 
supported the government in the 
first steps, would be led blindly 
into war. 

For all its radical phraseology, 
therefore, the Socialist N.E.C. res- 
olution does not depart fundament- 
ally from the position of the Stal- 
inists, the Second International and 
the Bauer-Zyromski group. 


Why Thomas is a Social Patriot 


To those sincere Socialist work- 
ers who have hitherto unthinkingly 
accepted the “anti-war” pacifism of 
Norman Tomas and Devere Allen, 
the intellectual fathers of the N.E. 
C. resolution and who recoil from 
the implications of the resolufion, 
we wish to point out that there is 
no question of personal sincerity 
involved. As Lenin pointed out, no 
one has yet invented a sincerometer. 
Thomas and Allen fail to under- 
stand the Marxist theory of the 
state; their consequent reformism 
leads them on all critical questions 
to seeking state-aid on behalf of the 
working class. (There are, of 
course, certain concessions which 
can be wrung through struggle from 
the capitalist state, and embodied in 
legislation: minimum wage legisla- 
tion unemployment benefits, free 
education, etc.) But it is theoret- 
ically and practically impossible to 
embody in legislation under the re- 
gime of imperialism anything more 
than partial concessions. It is false 
to call, as the Hillquit amendment 
does, for socialized production by 
legislative process. It is equally 
false to call for legislation to keep 
American imperialism from going 
to war; for war is as neccessary to 
capitalism as is the exploitation of 
wage labor. Not only will not and 
can not the capitalist state grant 
such fundamental concessions; 
whenever the working class, by its 
independent organization and activ- 
ity, grows powerful enough to 
threaten to bring about by its own 
efforts socialized production and 
peace that capitalist state will 
throw off its democratic trappings 
and with naked force attempt to 
drown in blood the working class 
which dares to seek such ends. 

To those like Thomas and Allen 
who are, as it were, congenitally 
unable to understand the necessity 
of the struggle and its scope, the 
opportunist short-cut to “legislation 
which will assure American neutral- 
ity” may be a comforting dream. 
But ‘it is a false dream; workers 
lulled to sleep by it will be awak- 
ened to a terrible reality of imper- 
falist war against which they have 
failed to prepare the struggle. 
There is only one road to the strug- 
gle against war: to turn the im- 
perialist war into the civil war for 
the liberation of the working class. 
The social revolution is a hard road, 
a difficult road; but it is the only 
road. And the first step on that 
road is clarity: to know how to 
begin ! 

(Note: Theh second section of 
this article, dealing with the So- 
cialist Call answer to the Bauer- 
Zyromski resolution, will appear 
next week.) 
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MUSTE’S COURSE 


Due to an error in the printshop 
the notice intended for last week’s 
NEW MILITANT in reference to 
“Current Trends in America” did 
not appear. 

Originally planned for Wednesday 
evenings, the new schedule is as 
follows: 

Sunday, Oct. 27,8 P.M. Irving 
Plaza: “The Atlantic City Conven- 
tion of the A. F. of L.”: 

Sunday, Nov. 16, 8 P.M. Irving 
Plaza: “Prospects of the A. F. of 
L. in the Coming Year.” 

Wednesday, Nov. 13, 8:40 P.M. 
320 14th Street: “Trade Unionism 
in Three Basic Industries (Steel, 
Automobiles and Rubber).” 

The lectures for the remainder of 
the course will be held Wednesday 
evenings at 320 East 14th Street 
at 8:40 P.M. The speakers will be 
announced at a future date. 

+ + * 
STUDENTS, TAKE NOTE! 

Monday and Wednesday courses 
will be held regularly at 320 E. 
14th Street (near Second Avé.). 
Thursday and Friday classes will 
take place at the School head- 
quarters, 55 East 11th Street. 

s.. $ $ 


REGISTRATIONS 

The coming week will be the 
final date for registration in the 
regular classes of the School. Reg- 
istrations will be taken any after- 
noon or evening at the School head- 
quarters or at the classes them- 
selves. 


MINNEAPOLIS LECTURE 
“THE WAR DANGER” 
Will the U. S. Become Involved? 

Speaker: 
MAX SHACHTMAN 
Editor The New International 
FRIDAY, NOV. 1, 8:00 P.M. 
Pythian Hall 
434 South 4th Street 
ADMISSION 15c 
Questions Discussion 
Ausp: Minneapolis Branch, W.P. 


Expel 13 Bolsheviks 


ate S.P. 


of France 


(Continued from Page 1) 
as undisciplined by the Bureau of 
the Party are also considered by 
the bourgeoisie to be a violation of 
social discipline within bourgeois 
socety !” 

Fourth in the list of the crimes 
of the Bolshevik-Leninists are their 
articles on the events of Brest and 
Toulon which were greeted by the 
Stalinists and Socialists as acts of. 
“provocation” and by the Bolshe- 
vik-Leninists as symptoms of the 
sharpening of the class struggle. 
“We maintain,” they declared, “that 
at a time when the fires of revolu- 
tion are being lighted, that at a 
time when the workers rise in their 
might, arms in hand, against the 
state forces of repression, to give 
the miserable explanation that all 
this is the provocation of ‘suspicious 
elements’ instead of a Marxist ex- 
planation of the class struggle con- 
stitutes outright treason! A simple 
comparison of extracts from the 
bourgeois press and from the Popu- 
laire and \’Humanite suffices to 
confirm our charges.” 

Agitated for Fourth International 

Finally, the Bolshevik-Leninists 
are indicted for the crime of agi- 
tating for and publishing an appeal 
for the formation of the Forrth In- 
ternational. On this subject an 
earlier leaflet of the Bolshevik-Len- 
inist group made the position per- 
fectly explicit. “Partisans of the 
Fourth International? We have 
never concealed that for a single 
moment. When we entered the So- 
cialist Party it was perfectly well 
known that we considered neither 
the Second. nor the Third Interna- 
tionals to be instruments of the 
struggle of the proletariat and that 
an international regrouping of 
working class fighters on a revolu- 
tionary basis was on the order of 
the day.” 

Appealing to all revolutionary 
elements in the Socialist party to 
resist the expulsion of the left and 
to expose the reactionary policies 
of the bureaucracy, the Bolshevik- 
Leninist group declares: 

“Expelled or not, we shall con- 
tinue our policy of revolutionary 
regrouping. Expelled or not, while 
war thunders, we shall fight pa- 
trioctism and‘ chauvinism in the 
workers’ ranks, 

“Expelled or not, we shall fight 
to face the Fascists with some- 
thing better than pitiful invoca- 
tions! We shall fight to build 
the people% militia which alone 
can smash 'the Fascist leagues. 

“Expelled or not, we shall fight 
to orient the popular masses 
along the lines of the class strug- 
gle, for the revolution, for a work- 
ers and peasants government and 
to prevent the Front Populaire 
from ending up in a government 
of class collaboration with the 
Radical traitors.” 

The thirteen expelled leaders are 
comrades Hic, Frank, Rous, Rous- 
set, Gerard, Meichler, Martin, Mol- 
inier, Van, Naville, Rigal, De Vrey- 
ere and Danno. 

A few days after the expulsions, 
comrade Rous, who was a member 
of the Permanent Administrative 
Committee of the Socialist party, 
was asked to leave the session of 
that committee. Comrade Marceau 
Pivert solidarized with Rous. A 
discussion followed which showed 
that the ferment is having its effects 
even in the topmost rungs of the 
Socialist party. In reply to the at- 
tack of the bureaucrats, Rous de- 
manded a national congress to de- 
cide the question of the party’s at- 
titude toward war, to answer the 
following question: “Is it or is. it 
not a violation of discipline to be 
an implacable enemy of national de- 
fense, to work for the defeat of the 
bourgeois government?” 

S.P. Central Committee Splits 

The reply was a motion to ex- 
clude comrade Rous from the meet- 
ing of the C.A.P. Among those who 
voted for it were Zyromski and 
Descourtieux, members of the “left” 
Bataille Socialiste which is Stalin- 
ist and, therefore thoroughly social 
patriotic in its tendency. But a 
minority motion which secured the 
votes of seven members, all of whom 
with the exception of Marceau Pi- 
vert are anything but Bolshevik- 
Leninist ‘sympathizers, showed that 
a process of differentiation is tak- 
ing place even at the summit of the 
Socialist bureaucracy. 

_ Allies of the 
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French Bolshevik- | 


Jeninists are springing up wherever 
there are militant workers who 
consider their own the slogans of 
struggle against the bourgeoisie, 
against imperialist war, for revolu- 


tionary defeatism and for a real 
united, front of combat against the 
Fascist bands. The left centrist 


elements in the Socialist party are 


moving steadily nearer to revolu- 
tionary positions. The point at 
which they will effect a fusion 
with the Bolshevik-Leninists is 
drawing near. Already these left 
elements are themselves calling 
their new bloc “the embryo of the 
great, new French revolutionary 
party.” 


1500 in Paris 
Cheer Group 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Populaire for (1) the absence of 
a progressive program; (2) the 
failure of ‘automatic’ self-defense, 
leading to the necessity for speed- 
ing the formation of groups by a 
public political campaign, without 
falling into adventurism or prema- 
ture slogans; (3) the abandonment 
of anti-government work in thé 
army; (4) the weakness of the 
fight against the two-year military 
training extension ... etc.” These 
comrades criticize the C. P. leader- 
ship for lacking “a precise orienta- 
tion in what they do, hacking any 
sign of political, organizational or 
technical preparation for giving a 
revolutionary outlet to the move- 
ment created by the Front Popu-' 
laire.” 

Y.C.L.ers Join With BoL-Len 


In addition to these signs of the 
times, there are dozens of members 
oë the Young Communist League 
who have joined sections of the 
Socialist Youth in different parts of 
Paris, all under Bolshevik-Leninist 
influence. Similarly in the prov- 
inces, at Centre and Lille, Young 
Communists have come over to the 
Bolshevik-Leninists directly. At 
Nice at a regional conference of the 
Stalinist party, two comrades, Boi- 
vert and Campa, dared openly to 
criticize in strong terms the “chau- 
vinist policy of Stalinism.” Under- 
neath the waving flags of electoral 
“victories” and “unity” the bureau- 
cratic shell is beginning to crack. 
The speed with which revolutionary 
elements free themselves from it 
and take the struggle on their own 
shoulders will determine in the 
near future the fate of the French 
proletariat. 


The Theoretical Origin of Soeial Patriotism 


THE SOURCE 


Culled from Leon Trotsky’s immortal classic, “The Criticism of 
Fundamentals: the Draft Program of the C. L” which exposed the 
tountainhead of Stalinist degeneration, the following section showed 
as far back as 1928 how the revisionist theory of “Socialism in One 
Country” led immutably to social patriotism. This prediction, consid- 


ered at the time of its presentation 


to the Sixth World Congress of the 


Comintern to be an academic deduction, especially in view of the 
solemn pramouncememts of the Congress in favor of revolutionary de- 
featism, needed hardly seven years and another Congress of the C. I. 
to find its confirmation im life itself and in the official minutes and 
resolutions. Indeed, so true has this prediction become that the official 
-organ of the French Communist Party speaks ad nauseam of the need 
to defend French culture and patrimony, as the inheritance of the 
working class alone, against German invasion. A casual glance at the 
Daily Worker will reveal a similar and probably more obnoxious 


social patriotia propaganda,—Ed. 
By LEON TROTSKY 

The principle question raised in 
the quoted passage, namely, THE 
CONCEPTION OF BUILDING UP 
OF SOCIALISM IN ONE COUN- 
TRY AS A SOCIAL PATRIOTIC 
CONCEPTION was undoubtedly 
formulated correctly. The patriot- 
ism of the German social democrats 
began as a patriotism of their own 
party, the most powerful, party of 
the Second International. On the 
basis of highly developed German 
technique and the high organiza- 
tional abilities of the German 
people, the German social democrats 
were bent on the construction of 
their “own” socialist society. If 
we leave aside the die-hard, bureau- 
crats, eareerists, parliamentary 
sbarpers and political crooks in 
general, the social patriotism of the 
rank and file social democrats was 
a result of precisely in the building 
up of German socialism. One can- 
not think that the hundreds of 
thousands of rank and file social 
democrats—let alone the millions of 


|rank and file workers—wanted to 


defend Hohenzollern and the bour- 
geoisie. No. They wanted to de- 
fend German industry, the German 
railways an highways, Germen 
technique and culture and especial- 


ly the organizations of the German’ 


working class, as the “necessary 
and sufficient” national prerequi- 
sites. 

A similar process took place also 
in France. Guesde, Vaillant and 
thousands of the best rank and file 
party members with them, and hun- 
dreds of thousands of rank and 
file workers in general believed that 
precisely France with her revolu- 
tionary traditions, her heroic pro- 
letariat, her high culture, her flex- 
ible and talented people was the 
promised land of, socialism. Old 
Guesde and the Communard Vail- 
lant, and with them the thousands 
and hundreds of thousands of work- 
ers did not fight for the bankers or 
the rentiers. They sincerely be- 
lieved that they defended the basis 


West Coast Fight Rages 


(Continued from Page 1) 
opment of the warfare over the hot 
cargo issue. The struggle at pres- 
ent revolves around these two im- 
portant points: 

1. Refusal to move ships that 
are bound for areas where strikes 
are in progress. 

2. Refusal to sail ships which 
are using fuel oil supplied by the 
boycotted Standard Oil Co. 

At San Pedro on Tuesday morn- 
ing of last week the crew of the 
Matson freighter “General M. H. 
Sherman” struck in protest against 
loading with fuel oil furnished by 
Standard Oil. On the 16th the crew 
of the “Point Ancha” refused to 
take her out of San Pedro as she 
was bound for Gulf Coast ports 
where the longshoremen are out on 
strike. At Seattle on the same day, 
the union refused. to furnish a crew 
or the “Point Caleta” until the 
owners promised not to send her to 
British Columbia ports where the 
longshore strike is still on. Later 
in the week the crew of the “Judith” 
tied her up in Seattle rather than 
take her to British Columbia. On 


i Saturday the crew of the “Admiral 


Sem” walked off at Alameda. 

At the present time these five 
ships are tied up, with the seamen 
expressing determination to win on 
this vital point. 

“Red Herring” Again 
A struggle of major proportions 


will undoubtedly develop if thel 


waterfront employers attempt to 
have hot cargo from the Gulf coast 
unloaded. The maritime unions 
have expressed their determinat: 
not to handle this cargo, For once 
they have the support of the top 
officials, as Ryan has also given 
orders to boycott this cargo. 

As was to be expected, the water- 
front employers have again brought 
forth the old shopworn “red her- 
ring” to‘ drag across the trail in 
order to divert the workers from 
the real struggle. Their spokesman, 
Hugh Gallagher of the Shipowners 
Assn., has appealed to Green to 
east the red devils out of the un- 
ions, that the present struggle is a 
deep plot on the part of Moscow to 
ruin American shipping, are, ett. 
But Green, no doubt having in mind 
the strength of the progressives in 
the maritime unions out here, shows 
no great inclination to assume the 


role of the protector of American 
shipping. He replied that he would 
take no action until after a thor- 
ough investigation had been made. 


LOS ANGELES, Oct. 20.— Vio- 
lence again flared in the bitter class 
war raging in Los Angeles, when 
on October 9, Phillip Weiss, a 
member of the 1.L.G.W.U. was shot 
down by Sam Lubarsky, part owner 
of a cloak shop. 

A strike has been in progress at 
Lubarsky’s shop for some months. 
On the morning of the day of the 
shooting the union had pulled out 
two workers in the shop, and dur- 
ing the noon hour Lubarsky went 
to a restaurant patronized by union 
workers and attempted to recruit 
scabs. He was chased out of the 
restaurant by indignant workers. 
Outside on the street he got into 
an argument with Lutzky,. of the 
1L.L.G.W.U. and a crowd of workers 
gathered. Lubarsky suddenly pulled 
a gun and the crowd fell back. 
While the workers were still re- 
treating to get out of range of- his 
gun ‘he fired and Weiss fell. Luck- 
ily the bullet went completely 
through the body after passing 
through the right lung, thus les- 
sening the danger of complications. 
However, pneumonia developed and 
Weiss is not yet entirely out of 
danger. Lubarsky was ‘held on 
$5,000 bail. 

* *¢ $ 

Between 1,500 and 1,800 fish can- 
nery workers will be affected by a 
strike against five large canneries 
which has been called for Tucsday 
morning. The strike call was is- 
sued by the Fish Cannery Workers 
Union. 

Demands are for 40 cents per 
hour for the first eight hours, 45 
cents an hour for the next eight 
hours, and 50 cents thereafter, for 
the women workers. Theh demand 
‘or the men is 5 cents per hour 
higher. About 75 percent of the 
cannery workers are women. The 
closed shop is demanded. 

The plant of the Van Camp com- 
pany will not be affected as it has 


already granted the demanded 
wages, but refused the Nosed shop. 
The strike has: an excellent 


chance of succeeding as the sardine 
necking season is due to begin 
about November 1. 


o———— 
and the creative power of the com- 


ing socialist society. They proceed- 
ed entirely from the theory of so- 


cialism in one country and made 
sacrifices to this idea, believing 
that “temporarily” this was inter- 


national solidarity. 


The comparison with the social 
patriots will of course be answered 
by the argument that patriotism in 
relation to the Soviet States is a 
revolutionary duty whereas patriot- 
ism in relation to a bourgeois state 
is treachery. This is surely so. Can 
there be any dispute on this ques- 
tion among grown-up revolution- 
ists? But this incontrovertible idea 
becomes, as we progress more and 
more, a scholastic cover for deliber- 
ate falsehood, 

. Revolutionary patriotism can be 
only of a class character. It begins 
at patriotism to the party organiza- 
tion, to the trade union, and rises 
to national patriotism when the pro- 
letariat has captured power. Where- 
ever the workers have power patri- 
otism is a revolutionary duty. But 
that patriotism must be an insepar- 
able part of revolutionary interna- 
tionalism, the invincible conviction 
that the main class aim, even less 
so than partial aims, cannot be 
realized by national means or with- 
in national boundaries, constitutes 
the heart of revolutionary interna- 
tionalism. If, however, the final 
aim has been realized within na- 
tional boundaries by the efforts of 

proletariat then the 


a national 

backbone of internationalism has 
been broken. The theory of the 
possibility to realize socialism in 
one country destroys the inner con- 
nection of the patriotism of the vic- 


torious proletariat with the defeat- 
ism of the proletariat of the bour- 
geois countries. The proletariat of 
the advanced capitalist countries is 
still on the road to power. How 
and in what manner it will march 
toward it depends fully and entire- 
ly on the question as to whether it 
considers the building up of social- 
ist society a national or an inter- 
national task. À 

If it is at all possible to realize 
socialism in one country then One 
can believe in that theory not only 
AFTER the conquest of power but 
also “prior” to it. If socialism can 
be realized. within the national 
boundaries of backward Russia 
then there is the more reason to be- 
lieve that it can be realized in ad- 
vanced Germany. Tomorrow the 
leaders of the Communist Party of 
Germany will surely bring forward 
this theory. The Draft Program 
empowers them to do so. The day 
aiter tomorrow the French party 
will have its turn. That will be 
the beginning of the downfall of 
the Comintern along the lines of 
social patriotism. The Communist 
Party of any. capitalist country 
which will have become imbued 
with the idea that its particular 
country possesses all the “necessary 
and, sufficient” prerequisites for the 
independent construction of a “com- 
plete socialist society” will in sub- 
stance in no respect differ from the 
revolutionary social democrats who 
also began not with Noske but who 
definitely stumbled on August 4, 
1914 on this very same question. 

If they say that the very exis- 
tence of the U.S.S.R. is a guarantee 
against social patriotism because in 
relation to a Workers’ Republic it 
is a revolutionary duty, in this one- 
sided, utilization of a correct idea is 
expressed national narrow-minded- 
ness. Those who say so have in 
mind only the U.S.S.R., closing 
their eyes to the entire proletariat 
of the world. To lead the proleta- 
riat to the idea of defeatism in re- 
lation to the bourgeois state is pos- 
sible only by an international orien- 
tation in the program on the main 
question and by a merciless resis- 
tance to social-pdatriotic contraband 
which is now still masked but 
which seeks to establish a theoreti- 
eal nest for itself in the program 
of Lenin’s International. 

(From “Criticism of Fundamen- 
tals: The Draft Program of the C. 
I.” Submitted July 1928. Pp. 72-75.) 


LAKE CHARLES, La. (FP).— 
Machine gun bullets protecting scab 
operations in several gulf ports 
closed by striking International 
Longshoremen’s Assn, members, 
killed three men, injured at least 
eight, opened one port and forced 
Gov. O. K. Allen of Louisiana to 
call a 3-day truce while port author- 
ities and union officials sought an 


agreement. 
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The Machine Is A Communist 


Industry Idle to Keep Parasites in Power Cost Workers Three Hundred 
Billion in 1930-34 -- The High Cost of Capitalism! 


By HILDEGARDE M. SMITH 

There is proof enough in just one 
circumstance that Roosevelt and 
his New Dealers nre insincere about 
their advocacy of. “a more abun- 
dant life.” That circumstance is 
their utter ignoring of their own 
“National Survey of Potential Pro- 
duct Capacity.” . Have you heard 
the Grinning Messiah give a “fire- 
side chat” on the finding of this— 
his own commission? No! And 
you won’t! For just what were the 
findings of this government commis- 
sion? Revolutionary stuff! 

Our Production Capacity 

This board of sixty experts 
worked for nearly a year measur- 
ing the product capacity of our 
United States. They did a good job. 
And an honest job. Too good and 
honest—too many unpleasant truths 
about how the masses in this coun- 
try are being cheated—for Roose- 
velt and his New Dealers to tell the 
workers about it. True, a resume 
oi it has been published, called 
“The Chart of Plenty.” It ig in 
‘many public libraries and all work- 
ers should read it. For in this sur- 
vey is ample and reasonably au- 
thentic information as to just how 
abundant a life might be given to 
the mass of the American people. 
It is a careful study of not only 
how much is produced, but how 
much with the present equipment— 
the natural resources and the in- 
dustrial plant—ecould be produced 
and how much for the best inter- 
ests of the people should be pro- 
duced. And the result was briefly 
this: if the resources of this coun- 
try and its man-power were really 
put to work for the welfare of its 
citizens, every family in the United 
States could have an annual income 
in goods and services of $4,400 per 
year valued in 1929 dollars. And 
that on a short work week! Also, 
with efficient planning this annua) 
income could be greatly increased 
within a decade, 

This is seemingly refuted by the 
survey made by the Brookings In- 
stitution, “America’s Capacity to 
Produce,” which has been hailed by 
advocates of the present social order 
as “proof” that, the “Economy of 


Abundance” is a fiction. But, as 
Mr. Harold Loeb, director of the 
H. S. of P. P. C., points out, the 
Brookings Institution survey was 
figured within the framework of 
the existing economice system. That 
is, their survey was not strictly a 
survey of physical factors but that 
they entangled themselves in two 
contradictory frames—the commer- 
cial and physical—which made their 
findings meaningless as far as ac- 
tual physical capacity is concerned. 

In brief, the facts established by 
the two surveys is this: the Brook- 
ings Institution survey makes it 


evident that abundance, in spite of |n. 4 


our enormous resources, cannot be 
given to the people of the country 
under the capitalist system. The 
profit motive won’t stand, for it. 
The National Survey of Potential 
Product Capacity in essence estab- 
lishes the fact that only under a 
socialist system can the resources 
be efficiently used to give the people 
the abundance to which they are 
entitled. For instance, in the four 
years, 1980-1934, nearly three hun- 
dred billion in goods and services 
could have been produced which 
were not produced. And on this 
point Mr. Loeb himself makes the 
following statements: 


“Phe difference between actual 
production and possible production 
represents the cost to the people of 
the United States of maintaining 
present financial institutions. . . 
The existing resources, plant and 
personnel of the United States, are 
not only capable of providing a 
high standard of life for the entire 
population, but are also capable of 
simultaneously replacing obsolete 
equipment and expanding the plant 
at a rate somewhat higher than the 
satisfactory rate practiced during 
the years 1923 to 1929. ... A most 
curious spectacle this ... the Amer- 
ican people, through’ their author- 
ized agents are found using govern- 
mental power to maintain the 
‘blessed state of poverty.’” And to 
the favorite cry of the opponents of 
a socialist society that jt would be 
the end of “liberty” Mr. Loeb says: 
“Liberty would be enjoyed by most 
people. Today over 90 percent of 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
from the audience. 

Despite the participation of the 
League for Industrial Democracy, 
headed by Norman Thomas, there 
was a notable absence of Socialists 
in the audience. Those who were 
not Stalinists were almost entirely 
Workers Party or I.W.W. elements, 
or non-proletarians, 

Among the other speakers were 
Mary Fox, secretary of the Joint 
Committee; H. D. Sizemore of. the 
General Defense Committee; Anna 
Damon, Secretary of the I1.L.D.; 
Murray Baron; Heywood Broun, 
who called William Pickens of the 
N.A.A.C.P., also on the speakers’ 
list, a scab; and Rabbi Sidney 
Goldstein of the American League 
Against ‘War and Fascism. 

Browder was sitting on the plat- 
form but did not speak. His silence 
was made up for, however, by C.P. 


a 


Resist Attempt to 
Deport Warnick 


(Continued from Page 1) 
brought about by tbe special snoop- 
ing committee of the American Le- 
gion. Warnick, has been bailed out 
of Angel Island Prison, and is rep- 
resented legally by Austin Lewis, 
well-known local attorney of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 

The National Sacramento Appeal 
Committee ‘has been authorized by 
Warnick to undertake activity in 
support of his fight. lt was the 
Non-Partisan Labor Defense, now 
a constituent of the N.S.A.C., which 
raised $3,200 bail to take Warnick 
out of Sacramento County Jail last 
January after he had been their for 
six months. 

Norman Refused Parole 

Another example of continuing 
persecution is the failure of an at- 
tempt by Lorine Norman, one of the 
eight convicted Sacramento work- 
ers, to secure parole betause she 
will shortly become a mother. She 
has been released on bail tempor- 
arily to go to a hospital. Governor 
Merriam is under pressure from 
the reactionary bloc to compel her 
to return to prison as soon as her 
child is born. 

Recently also, as a result of the 
insidious campaign of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Associated Farmers, 
Industrial Association and Ameri- 
can Legion, Charles McLaughlin of 
Santa Anna was held for criminal 
syndicalism, charged with being a 
member of the Communist party. 
If convicted, he would get 14 years 
in San Quentin along with Norman 
Mini, Caroline Decker and the other 
Sacramento workers. The case is 
pending. 


members on the street after the 
meeting. Among those selling lit- 
erature and giving out leaflets were 
three young girls, members of the 
W.P. The Stalinists demonstrative- 
ly crumpled up leaflets and de- 
nounced the W.P. members as “de- 
generate renegades.” 

While the Herndon meeting 
showed that thus far only a limited 
circle is actively behind the perse- 
cuted Negro worker, it can be E 
beginning of a real movement., 
the Jaint Committee follows a real- 
ly inclusive policy, designed to win 
the loyalty of all organizations of 
the working class and. sympathizing 
circles, while pursuing that mili- 
tant line which alone can save 
Herndon, it may yet get a wide 
following and do a constructive job 
ior the class. 

Many pamphlets on the Herndon 
case published by the Joint Com- 
mittee were sold at the meeting. A 
new edition, specially prepared for 
the N.P.L.D., may be bought through 
Pioneer Publishers, 100 Fifth Ave., 
N. Y.C. It sells at 2 cents per copy 
and may be had cheaper in bundles. 


DUPONT PROFITS SOAR AGAIN 
UNDER ‘OPPRESSIVE’ N. DEAL 


WILMINGTON, Del. (FP).—If 
the duPont family is opposed to the 
New Deal on the grounds that it 
is hurting business, they’re kidding 
themselves. 

For earnings of the E. I. duPont 
de Nemours & Co. to be used for 
dividends amounted to $35,534,717 
for the first nine months of 1935, 
the company’s reports show. The 
earnings are more than $1,000,000 
higher than for the same time last 
year. 

Almost half the swag—$16,314,708 
—was raked in during the third 
quarter of the year. During that 
time, it is pointed out, the Europ- 
ean political situation became con- 
siderably more tense. 


our people have their freedom re- 
stricted by material necessities. 
releasing of production and the re- 
sulting abundance would enormous- 
ly expand their freedom... .” 
A Machine Civilization 
But the most curious fact estab- 
lished by this survey—a govern- 
ment survey, remember—is this: 


-{our mass production factories, our 


machine civilization, can only be 
used efficiently ... if it is put to 
work producing things for the 
masses, food, clothing, houses, furn- 
iture and other household supplies 
. all the things the masses want 
and need—and are now so largely 
deprived of. How many times have 
you heard some “statesman” or 
some capitalist journalist proclaim 
that our “American system has 
built the greatest civilization on 
earth?’ Hundreds of times of 
course! And this “greatest civiliz- 
ation” today is what? A machine 
civilization. That is irrefutable. 
And now this government survey 
shows that this machine civilization 
can only be used efficiently if it is 
put to work producing for the 
masses . . . dividing the wealth 
among the people. So what does 
that make the machine? A Com- 
munist! Nothing less. The machine 
is a communist! 

This might be a joke on the rich 
exploiters and their lackeys. But 
as yet the “joke” is on the workers. 


-!For as the rich few who control 
| this “wonderful civilization” 


have 
the workers “fooled”’—persuaded to 
believe that this potential plenty is 
a delusion. Just as the powers 
that rule us are today suppressing 
the Marxists—the communists—so 
are they today suppressing the com- 
munist machine lest it give this po- 
tential wealth to the masses. Their’s 
is a “dog in the manger” economics. 
They cannot possibly use the po- 


tential products themselves .. . 580 
they, with gas bombs, Nationa) 
Guard, bullets and oratory, are 


fighting the workers to keep them 
from getting what they cannot use 
themselves, but want to keep any- 
how—to preserve their privileges 
and power. 

Why They Buried the Report 

No wonder.the New Dealers and 
Roosevelt himself have buried the 
report of this, their own, commis- 
sion! For they are “the authorized 
agents using governmental power 
to maintain the blessed state of 
poverty!” They ,aided and abetted 
the exploiters who control the pro- 
duct capacity of the country in 
‘their decision that those three hun- 
dred billion in goods and services 
which the people needed, would not. 
be produced because it could not be 
produced at a profit to them! They 
are the ones, these advocates of “a 
more abandant life’ who are will- 
ing that millions should live on the 
verge of starvation—the infamous. 
N | coduetelt subsistence wage—so that 
these rich and privileged persons— 
and they themselyes—might contin- 
ue to satisfy their swollen egos 
with opulence, and their lust for 
power and privilege. Their words 
say—“we bring you a more abun- 
dant life.” But their actions say 
“we are willing that millions should 
be deprived of what is rightfully 
theirs—the abundance of this coun- 
try—in otder that we may hog the 
fat of the land.” 

Workers! Your ancestors gave of 
their sweat and their blood to. build 
up the abundance of this country! 
You have done likewise. That 
abundance is your rightful heritage! 
And now, every day of your lives, 
you and your children are being 
cheated—yes, shamefully cheated !— 
of what is yours, Give the lie to 
these who would tell you that 
“socialism is just dividing poverty.” 
You can get the facts about’ that 
from this Government survey (of 
course you could tell your exploit- 
ers that Karl Marx said practically 
the same thing long ago) and throw 
this information in the teeth of 
anyone who tries to tell you that 
our abundance is “bunk.” Their 
‘own dope now refutes them. $4,400 
a year might be “poverty” to a 
Roosevelt, or an Astor or an Andy 
Mellon, but to you and your children 
it would truly mean “life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness.” And 
that is what you are honestly en- 
titled to today. 


JAMES P. CANNON 
A. J. MUSTE 
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Thursday, November 7th 


IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place and 15th Street 
Ausrices: Worke’s Party, N. Y. District, 55 E. 11th Street. 


Mass Meeting 


EIGHTEEN YEARS OF THE 
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


Speakers: 


ARNE SWABECK 
MAURICE SPECTOR 


8 p. m. 


FRAN CE 
Ehe Key to the Ent°mn’l Situation 


Sunday, Nov. 3 - 8 P.M. 
IRVING PLAZA HALL 
Irving Place & 15th St. 


